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INTRODUCTION 

Schools  can  make  their  bus  riders  safer  by  instructing  them  in  the  proper 
behaviors  of  school  bus  riding.   Quiet,  courteous  passengers  free  the  driver 
of  distractions  so  that  he/she  may  drive  the  bus  more  safely.   Students 
instructed  in  emergency  procedures  will  be  prepared  to  act  in  case  of  an 
emergency  which  may  develop  on  their  bus. 

In  addition,  proper  bus  behavior  can  save  thousands  of  dollars  in  costly  bus 
repair  and  maintenance. 

Safe  bus  passenger  behavior  will  not  be  easily  attained.   Most  children  know 
that  they  should  stay  seated,  they  should  talk  quietly,  and  they  should  be 
courteous  to  all  other  passengers.   Transferring  this  knowledge  to  behavior  is 
the  difficult  task  which  you  face.   The  activities  suggested  in  this  guide 
have  been  designed  to  aid  you  in  fostering  attitudes  which  will  lead  to  safe 
behavior . 

HOW  TO  DSS  THIS  GUIDE 

This  curriculum  guide  in  school  bus  passenger  safety  is  based  on  these  three 
principles  of  learning: 

1.  A  student  can  effectively  learn  certain  tasks  by  repeating  then  over 
until  they  become  automatic. 

2.  Recent  experiences  are  more  likely  to  leave  their  impression  than  are 
remote  events. 

3.  Students  can  more  easily  master  subject  matter  that  is  meaningful  to 
them. 
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SCHOOL  BUS  PASSENGER  SAFETY 

Student  Passengers 

A.   Curriculum  Development.   With  more  than  one  out  of  three  students  enrolled 
in  school  riding  a  school  bus,  it  is  important  that  they  and  others  who 
ride  school  buses  be  taught  effective  pedestrian  and  passenger 
practices.   Each  passenger  should  receive  an  orientation  on  effective  . 
passenger  practices  the  first  week  of  school.   The  program  of  instructions 
presented  to  student  passengers  should  be  developed  cooperatively  by 
school  administrators,  the  school  transportation  supervisor,  curriculum 
specialists,  teachers,  parents,  and  students.   Parent  Teacher 
Associations  and  organizations  such  as  the  National  Safety  Council  can 
also  provide  information  on  suggested  content  for  the  instructional 
program. 

The  information  presented,  and  the  way  it  is  presented,  will  vary 
according  to  the  grade  level  at  which  the  information  is  introduced. 

Following  are  some  examples  of  information  which  should  be  presented: 

1.  Safe  pedestrian  practices  on  the  way  to  and  from  the  bus  stop, 
including  the  desirability  of  wearing  something  light  colored  or 
preferably  an  item  of  reflective  clothing  during  those  seasons  when  it 
is  dark  while  walking  to  or  from  the  bus. 

2.  Where  and  how  to  wait  for  the  bus  safely  at  the  bus  stop. 

3.  What  to  do  if  the  bus  is  late,  or  does  not  arrive. 

4.  How  to  enter  and  leave  the  bus. 

5.  When  and  how  to  use  the  emergency  exit.   Specific  drills  should  be 
held  not  less  than  twice  each  year  on  the  use  of  the  emergency  exit. 

6.  How  to  cooperate  with  the  driver  and  thus  be  an  effective  passenger. 

7.  How  to  safely  cross  the  highway  before  boarding  and  after  leaving  the 
bus,  if  this  is  necesssary. 

8.  What  to  do  in  the  event  of  an  accident,  road  failure  or  other  mishap. 
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B.   Pupil  Management.   Pupil  management  has  as  its  objective  the  securing  of 
desirable  behavior  on  the  part  of  all  pupils  riding  the  bus.   The  school 
bus  is  an  extension  of  the  classroom.   In  fact,  it  has  been  referred  to  as 
a  "classroom  on  wheels",  and  properly  so.   The  school  day  begins  when  the 
pupil  enters  the  bus ,  and  the  school  day  ends  when  he/she  leaves  the 
bus.   Although  the  prime  responsibility  for  the  pupil's  conduct  rests  with 
the  administrator  of  the  school  in  which  the  student  is  enrolled,  the 
school  bus  driver  is  responsible  for  the  health,  safety,  and  welfare  of 
each  passenger  while  in  transit.   Thus,  the  school  bus  driver  has  the  same 
type  of  responsibility  for  the  student  as  the  classroom  teacher.   Since 
the  driver  is  liable  for  negligence,  he/she  should  be  permitted  to 
recommend  those  actions  which  will  result  in  improved  safety  for  the 
passengers,  himself /herself ,  the  vehicle,  and  other  highway  users.   It  is 
important  that  these  concepts  be  communicated  effectively  to  school 
administrators,  to  parents,  and  to  student  passengers. 

School  systems  should  promulgate,  communicate,  and  enforce  procedures  to 
be  followed  by  students  when  they  are  riding  the  bus. 

Some  school  systems  have  reported  success  in  improving  student  management 
through  the  use  of  student  patrols.   In  some  instances,  school  systems 
have  reported  favorable  experience  with  the  use  of  adult  monitors  in 
school  buses. 

If  either  student  patrols  or  adult  monitors  are  used,  it  is  essential  that 
they  be  instructed  thoroughly  in  their  duties  and  responsibilities.  Most 
importantly,  student  patrol  members,  adult  monitors,  and  other  passengers 
should  understand  that  the  driver  is  in  charge  of  the  bus. 

The  program  for  pupil  management  should  be  developed  cooperatively  by 
responsible  school  administrators  and  transportation  personnel.   The 
program  should  be  designed  to  insure  the  safety  and  welfare  of  all  school 
bus  passengers . 

A.   Policies  should  include  but  not  be  limited  to  the  following: 

1.  The  bus  driver's  authority  over,  and  responsibility  for,  pupils 

while  in  transit. 

2.  The  pupil's  right  to  "due  process"  when  disciplinary  action  is 
taken. 

3.  The  procedure  for  resolving  problems  when  the  driver  needs 
assistance. 

4.  The  conditions  under  which  a  pupil  might  be  temporarily  suspended 
from  the  privilege  of  riding  the  bus. 

5.  Procedures  for  handling  emergencies. 
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6.  Use  of  bus  monitors  (or  driver  aides). 

7.  Requirements  and  responsibility  for  school  bus  passenger  and 
pedestrian  safety  instruction. 

8.  Parental  responsibility  for  damage  to  bus  and/or  equipment  by 
their  children. 

B.   Pupil  Regulations: 

Each  school  system  should  have  a  written  set  of  regulations  for 
transported  pupils.   These  regulations  should  set  forth  standards  of 
behavior  and  promote  orderly  conduct  necessary  for  safe  and  efficient 
transportation.  Regulations  should  include  but  may  not  be  limited  to 
the  following: 

1.  Pupil  shall  arrive  at  the  bus  stop  before  the  bus  arrives. 

2.  Wait  in  a  safe  place,  clear  of  traffic  and  away  from  where  the 
bus  stops. 

3.  Wait  in  an  orderly  line  and  avoid  "horseplay". 

4.  Go  directly  to  an  available,  or  assigned,  seat  when  entering  the 
bus  . 

5.  Remain  seated,  keep  aisles  and  exits  clear. 

6.  Observe  classroom  conduct;  and  obey  the  driver  promptly  and 
respectfully. 

7.  Prohibit  the  use  of  profane  language,  eating,  smoking,  and 
drinking  of  any  type  on  the  bus. 

8.  Prohibit  the  use  of  tobacco,  alcohol  or  drugs,  and  controlled 
substances . 

9.  Prohibit  the  throwing  or  passing  of  objects  on,  from,  or  into 
buses . 

10.  Permit  pupils  to  carry  only  objects  that  can  be  held  on  their 
laps. 

11.  Prohibit  hazardous  materials,  objects,  and  animals  on  the  bus. 

12.  Respect  the  rights  and  safety  of  others. 

13.  Prohibit  leaving  or  boarding  the  bus  at  locations  other  than 
assigned  home  stop  or  assigned  school. 

14.  Prohibit  putting  head,  arms,  or  objects  out  of  bus  windows. 

15.  Prohibit  hooky-bobbing  (hitching  rides  via  rear  bumper). 
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C.   Behavior  Control: 

Proper  pupil  behavior  is  important.   The  distraction  of  the  driver  can 
contribute  to  accidents.   Pupils  and  parents  should  be  made  aware  of 
and  abide  by  reasonable  regulations  to  enhance  safety.  The 
consequences  of  unacceptable  behavior  should  be  clearly  understood. 
The  following  procedures  will  protect  the  pupil's  rights  and  maintain 
order  on  the  bus : 

1.  The  bus  driver  should  establish  proper  rapport. 

2.  The  bus  driver  should  handle  minor  infractions  through  discussion 
with  pupils  and/or  assignment  of  seats.  (Sometimes  a  call  to  the 
parents  will  improve  behavior.) 

3.  In  case  of  serious  or  recurring  misconduct,  the  bus  driver  must 
describe  the  violations  in  writing  on  the  appropriate  forms  to 
the  person  designated  to  deal  with  discipline. 

4.  First  offenses  require  at  least  a  notification  to  the  pupil  and 
parent (s)  either  by  phone  or  in  person.   Second  or  subsequent  * 
offenses  may  require  a  conference  with  the  pupil,  parents, 
driver,  and  school  administrator (s)  and  could  result  in  some 
period  of  suspension  of  pupil's  riding  privileges. 

5.  Suspend  pupil's  riding  privileges  when  the  safe  operation  of  the 
bus  is  jeopardized. 
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BASIC  CONCEPTS  OF  SCHOOL  BUS  PASSENGER  SAFETY 

A.   School  bus  riding  is  a  privilege  enjoyed  by  passengers  who  are  safe  and 
courteous . 

£.   School  bus  drivers  are  concerned  with  the  safety  of  children. 

D.  There  are  laws  protecting  school  buses  and  their  passengers  but  these  laws 
are  sometimes  not  obeyed. 

E.  Good  School  bus  citizenship  results  in  a  sore  pleasant,  safer  ride. 

Good  bus  citizenship  includes: 

1.  Preventing  bus  driver  distractions. 

2.  Preventing  damage  to  school  buses  or  injury  to  passengers. 

3.  Boarding  and  leaving  buses  safely. 

4.  Keeping  school  bus  aisles  clean. 

5.  Sitting  comfortably  and  safely. 

6.  Keeping  hands  and  arms  inside  the  school  bus. 

7.  Keeping  school  buses  clean  and  tidy. 

F.  School  bus  passengers  must  also  be  safe  pedestrians  when: 

1.  They  walk  to  the  bus  stop. 

2.  They  cross  streets  or  roads  going  to  or  leaving  bus  stops. 

3.  They  wait  for  the  bus  to  come. 
A.   They  miss  the  bus. 

G.  Safe  bus  passengers  mist  know  the  proper  way  to  leave  a  school  bus  in  an 
emergency. 
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Concept : 
Objective (s) 


Riding  a  school  bus  is  a  privilege  enjoyed  by  passengers  who 
are  safe  and  courteous. 

In  a  class  discussion,  students  will  indicate  that  they 
understand  that  riding  a  school  bus  is  a  privilege  that  can 
be  lost  if  they  do  not  behave  as  safe  and  responsible  school 
bus  passengers  should. 


Teacher 
information: 


Students  should  understand  that  certain  behavior  is  required 
of  the  school  bus  passenger.   This  curriculum  guide  attempts 
to  use  a  positive  approach  to  the  whole  area  of  school  bus 
passenger  safety.   However,  students  should  not  feel  that 
they  are  entitled  to  ride  a  school  bus  regardless  of  their 
behavior  on  that  bus.   By  the  same  token,  withdrawal  of 
school  transportation  services  should  not  be  a  commonly-used 
threat. 

Most  dictionaries  define  privilege  as:  "a  special  favor 
granted."  This  definition  infers  that  a  special  favor 
granted  is  one  that  can  be  revoked  just  as  easily. 


ACTIVITIES 


Conduct  a  class  discussion  in  which  stress  is  placed  on  the 
responsibilities  of  a  safe  school  bus  passenger.   Students 
should  not  be  threatened  with  the  revocation  of  school  bus 
riding  privileges  but  should  be  made  aware  of  the  possibility 
of  loss  of  those  privileges. 
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Concept : 


Like  teachers,  school  bus  drivers  are  concerned  with  the 
safety  of  children. 


Objective(s) 


Through  class  discussion  students  will  gain  knowledge  of  the 
role  of  the  school  bus  driver. 


Teacher 
information: 


By  comparing  school  bus  drivers  and  teachers,  students  can 
be  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  bus  ride  to  and  from 
school  is  part  of  the  school  day.   This  will  reinforce  the 
image  of  the  bus  driver  as  a  person  interested  in  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  students  instead  of  merely  a  chauffeur.   The 
teacher  should  indicate  to  students  that  this  is  the  case. 


ACTIVITIES : 


Conduct  a  class  discussion  on  points  indicating  that  school 
bus  drivers  are  more  than  chauffeurs.  The  following  points 
might  be  included  in  the  discussion: 

1.  The  responsibilities  of  school  bus  drivers 

a.  for  the  condition  of  their  buses. 

b.  for  staying  on  their  time  schedule. 

c.  for  the  safety  of  passengers  getting  on,  riding,  and 
getting  off  the  school  bus. 

d.  for  the  safety  of  bus  passengers  crossing  roadways. 

2.  The  problem  of  driving  a  bus  in  all  kinds  of  weather  and 
in  all  kinds  of  traffic. 
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Concept : 


Objects  thrown  in  or  at  school  buses  may  result  in  Injury  to 
passengers  and  damage  to  buses. 


Objective(s) 


In  a  class  discussion,  students  will  reinforce  their 
understanding  of  the  danger  of  injury  to  school  bus 
passengers  and  driver  when  objects  are  thrown  in  or  at  school 
buses . 


Teacher 
information: 


Children  may  be  injured  by  objects  thrown  about  inside  a 
school  bus.   Glass  from  windows  broken  by  rocks  or  snowballs 
thrown  at  buses  can  seriously  injure  occupants.   If  the 
driver  is  injured  or  distracted,  more  serious  accidents  may 
result.   The  large  amount  of  glass  on  a  school  bus  makes  it  a 
dangerous  target. 


ACTIVITIES: 


Conduct  class  discussion  on: 


1.  The  great  amount  of  glass  on  a  bus  makes  a  school  bus  a 
dangerous  target  for  thrown  objects. 

a.  The  ease  with  which  glass  breaks  When  struck  by  an 
ob j  ect 

b.  Fragments  of  glass  travel  long  distances  and  may  cut 
anyone  or  anything  in  their  path 

2.  The  object  thrown  may  itself  cause  injury  or  damage  to 
whatever  it  hits. 

3.  If  the  driver  is  injured,  an  accident  involving  the 
school  bus  may  result. 
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Concept : 
Objective(s) 


Teacher 
Information: 


Operators  of  other  motor  vehicles  do  not  always  obey  laws 
designed  to  protect  school  passengers. 

Through  a  class  discussion,  students  will  gain  an 
understanding  that  laws  do  not  always  protect  people  and  that 
school  bus  passengers  must  not  depend  on  the  operators  of 
other  motor  vehicles  to  obey  the  laws  designed  to  protect 
them. 

Several  laws  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  are 
designed  to  protect  passengers  boarding  or  leaving  school 
buses.   The  most  important  one  for  our  purposes  is 
Chapter  90,  Section  14  which  reads  in  part: 

CHAPTER  90,  Section  14.   PRECAUTIONS  FOR  SAFETY  OF  OTHER 
TRAVELERS  -  PENALITIES  FOR  FAILING  TO  STOP  FOR  A  SCHOOL  BUS 

.  .  .  When  approaching  a  vehicle  which  displays  a  sign 
bearing  the  words  "SCHOOL  BOS"  and  is  equipped  with  front  and 
rear  alternating  flashing  red  signal  lamps  which  are 
flashing,  as  provided  in  section  seven  B,  and  which  has  been 
stopped  to  allow  pupils  to  alight  from  or  board  the  same,  a 
person  operating  a  motor  vehicle  shall,  except  when 
approaching  from  the  opposite  direction  on  a  divided  highway, 
bring  his  vehicle  to  a  full  stop  before  reaching  said  school 
bus  and  shall  not  thereafter  proceed  until  the  warning 
signals  are  deactivated,  unless  directed  to  the  contrary  by  a 
police  officer  duly  authorized  to  control  the  movement  of 
traffic.   Any  person  who  violates  the  provisions  of  the 
preceding  sentence  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars ; 
and  for  a  second  offense  committed  within  two  years  of  his 
prior  offense,  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  three  hundred 
dollars  nor  more  than  four  hundred  dollars;  and  for  a  third 
or  subsequent  offense  committed  within  four  years  of  the 
earlier  of  his  two  most  recent  prior  offenses,  by  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  nor  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars.   A  second  conviction  or  third  or  subsequent 
conviction  as  set  forth  in  the  preceding  sentence  shall  be 
reported  forthwith  by  the  court  or  magistrate  to  the 
registrar  who  shall  revoke  immediately  the  license  or  right 
to  operate  of  the  person  so  convicted  and  no  appeal,  motion 
for  a  new  trial  or  exceptions,  shall  operate  to  stay  the 
revocation  of  the  license  or  right  to  operate;  provided, 
however,  that  no  license  or  right  to  operate  shall  be  issued 
by  the  registrar  to  any  person  convicted  of  a  second  such 
offense  until  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  revocation 
following  said  conviction  or  to  any  person  convicted  of  a 
third  or  subsequent  such  offense  until  one  year  after  the 
date  of  revocation  following  said  conviction;  and,  provided 
further,  that  if  the  prosecution  against  such  person  has 
terminated  in  his  favor  the  registrar  shall  forthwith 
reinstate  his  license  or  right  to  operate. 
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ACTIVITIES:      Conduct  a  class  discussion  including  the  following  points: 

1.  Although  there  are  laws  designed  to  protect  school  bus 
passengers,  these  laws  only  work  when  they  are  obeyed. 

2.  Passengers  oust  watch  traffic  and  obey  the 
instructions  of  the  school  bus  driver. 

3.  The  lights  and  signs  on  a  school  bus  aid  drivers  of 
other  motor  vehicles  to  know  what  the  bus  is  going  to  do 
thus  helping  them  to  obey  the  school  bus  laws. 
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Concept : 


Objective(s): 


Teacher 

inf  oraation: 


School  bus  passengers  should  leave  for  the  bus  stop  at  about 
the  same  tine  each  day  and  be  safe  pedestrians  on  the  way  to 
and  from  the  bus  stop. 

Through  class  discussion,  students  will  develop  an  awareness 
of  the  factors  that  make  school  bus  passengers  safe 
pedestrians.   Students  will  also  learn  the  need  to  be  on  time 
at  the  bus  stop. 

The  following  is  designed  to  instruct  and  emphasize 
several  important  areas: 


1.  Leaving  for  the  bus  stop  at  the  same  time  each  day 
should  insure  that  the  passenger  will  be  on  time.   If 
arrival  time  is  not  more  than  five  minutes  prior  to  the 
scheduled  arrival  of  the  bus,  little  time  will  be 
available  for  dangerous  behavior  at  the  bus  stop. 

2.  Safe  pedestrian  practices  in  this  instance  include: 

a.  Walk,  on  the  sidewalk.   If  sidewalks  are  not 
available,  walk  single  file  on  the  left  side  of  the 
roadway  facing  traffic. 

b.  If  it  is  dark,  wear  light  clothing  or  reflective  tape, 
strips  on  clothing. 

c.  Be  alert. 

d.  If  you  must  cross  a  roadway,  check  all  ways  for 
traffic,  walk  quickly  across  when  it  is  safe  to  do 
so. 


ACTIVITIES 


Conduct  a  class  discussion  on  the  areas  listed  under  Teacher 

information. 
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Concept : 


While  waiting  to  board  the  school  bus,  passengers  should  stay 
back  from  the  roadway  and  wait  quietly.   When  the  school  bus 
nears  the  bus  stop,  passengers  should  prepare  to  board  by 
lining  up  in  single  file  well  back  from  the  roadway. 


Objective (s) 


Through  class  discussion,  students  will  reinforce  their 
awareness  of  the  need  for  school  bus  passengers  to  wait 
quietly  at  the  bus  stop,  stay  well  back  from  the  roadway,,  and 
line  up  in  single  file  when  the  bus  approaches. 


Teacher 
information: 


If  games  or  horeseplay  are  used  to  pass  the  time  while 
waiting  for  the  school  bus  to  arrive,  many  dangers  and 
problems  can  result: 

1.  A  child  might  be  injured  from  a  collision  with  a 
vehicle  in  the  roadway. 

2.  Scuffling  or  fighting  can  result  in  injury  and 
hard  feelings. 

3.  Clothes  may  become  soiled  or  torn. 
A.   Private  property  might  be  damaged. 

If  passengers  line  up,  in  single  file,  well  back  from  the 
roadway  and  remain  there  until  the  school  bus  driver  opens 
the  bus  door,  chances  of  child  injury  will  be  greatly 
reduced.   All  pushing  and  shoving  should  be  discouraged  and 
passengers  should  wait  quietly  for  doors  to  open. 

Students  should  be  made  aware  of  the  dangers  of  playing 
around  the  wheels  of  a  school  bus  at  a  bus  stop  or  loading 
zone. 


ACTIVITIES: 


Conduct  a  class  discussion  to  reinforce  the  points  listed 
under  Teacher  information.   If  the  teacher  considers  it 
necessary,  role-playing  might  take  place  to  teach  the  proper 
way  to  wait  for  the  bus. 
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Concept : 


After  the  bus  cones  to  a  stop,  passengers  should  board  in  an 
orderly  fashion  using  all  steps  and  handrails  and  proceed 
directly  to  their  assigned  seats  or  to  a  vacant  seat  farthest 
from  the  door. 


Objective(s) 


After  a  class  discussion  and  by  actual  experience,  students 
will  correctly  board  a  school  bus  and  take  their  seats. 


Teacher 
information: 


Boarding  a  school  bus  can  result  in  falls  if  certain 
precautions  are  not  taken. 

1.  One  hand  should  be  kept  free  to  grasp  the  handrail. 

2.  Excess  snow,  water  or  mud  should  be  shaken  off  the  feet 
to  reduce  the  possibility  of  slipping. 

3.  All  steps  should  be  used  to  prevent  possible  falls. 

4.  The  line  should  remain  in  single  file  with  no  crowding. 

In  order  to  speed  up  school  bus  loading,  passengers  should 
not  bunch  up  in  the  doorway.   Each  passenger  might  greet  the 
driver  and  quickly  move  to  the  seat.   If  passengers  fill  up 
the  rear  seats  first,  much  confusion  is  eliminated. 


ACTIVITIES: 


Conduct  a  class  discussion  on  the  correct  way  to  board  a 
school  bus. 


Arrange  to  have  a  school  bus  come  to  school.  After  class 
discussion,  nave  students  practice  the  proper  way  to  board  a 
school  bus  and  find  a  seat. 
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Concept: 
Objective(s) 


Teacher 
information : 


ACTIVITIES: 


Passengers  who  miss  their  school  bus  should  return  home 
immediately  and  not  chase  the  bus . 

Through  class  discussion,  students  will  learn  the  proper 
action  to  take  when  they  miss  their  bus. 

School  bus  passengers  who  arrive  at  the  bus  stop  as  the 
bus  is  pulling  away  should  try  to  get  the  driver's 
attention.   If  this  is  accomplished,  the  driver's 
instructions  should  be  followed.   However,  chasing  the  bus 
could  cause  passenger  injury  from  falling  or  collision  with  a 
vehicle  in  the  roadway.   If  school  authorities  desire, 
students  may  be  instructed  to  go  to  the  nearest  house  and 
have  the  householder  call  the  school.   The  same  advice  might 
be  given  to  someone  who  becomes  ill  while  waiting  for  a 
school  bus. 

Conduct  a  class  discussion  covering  the  points  listed  in 
Teacher  information. 

It  might  be  well  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  setting  up 
a  system  of  home  "safety  stops"  to  serve  as  refuges  or  help 
centers  for  school  bus  passengers. 
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Concept : 
Objective(s) 


Teacher 
information: 


ACTIVITIES: 


The  aisle  of  the  school  bus  should  be  kept  dear  at  all 
times. 

Students  will  indicate  their  understanding  of  why  the  aisle 
of  a  school  bus  must  be  kept  clear. 

School  bus  passengers  are  often  distracted  as  they  enter 
a  bus.   If  the  aisle  is  not  clear,  they  may  trip  and  fall. 
Should  an  emergency  arise,  objects  left  in  the  aisle  could 
cause  potentially  dangerous  blockages  of  exiting  passengers 

It  may  be  desirable  to  place  all  heavy  objects  such  as 
musical  instruments  at  the  rear  of  the  bus. 

Conduct  a  class  discussion  based  on  the  points  covered  in 
Teacher  information. 
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Concept : 


School  bus  passengers  should  be  safe  and  courteous .   They 
should  always 


Objective (s) 


1.  Obey  the  bus  driver, 

2.  Sit  straight  in  their  seats  facing  forward,  with  feet  on 
the  floor. 

3.  Ask  the  bus  driver  for  permission  before  opening  school 
bus  windows. 

4.  Keep  their  arms,  hands,  and  heads  inside  the  bus. 

5.  When  talking  to  friends,  use  a  reasonable  voice  level. 

6.  Be  friendly  and  courteous  with  their  seat  partners. 

Students  will  indicate  their  understanding  of  why  school  bus 
passengers  should  be  safe  and  courteous. 


Teacher 
information: 


School  bus  passengers  should  always  obey  the  directions 
of  the  bus  driver. 


ACTIVITIES: 


Passengers  are  more  apt  to  have  a  safe  and  comfortable  ride 
if  they  sit  straight  and  face  forward.   Seats  will  remain 
cleaner  and  in  better  condition  too. 

Most  school  bus  windows  open  from  the  top  down;  and  thus  it 
is  not  particulary  easy  for  students  to  stick  their  heads, 
hands,  or  other  body  parts  out  of  them.  However,  with 
effort,  it  can  be  done.   Teachers  should  discourage  this 
practice  as  well  as  that  of  opening  windows  without  the 
driver's  permission. 

Unless  all  passengers  use  "quiet"  voices  in  conversation,  the 
noise  level  can  reach  impossible  levels.  Encourge  "quiet" 

talk. 

Conduct  a  class  discussion  covering  the  following  points: 

1.  Buses  are  often  crowded;  passengers  must  sit  still  and 
be  quiet  and  courteous  to  prevent  confusion. 

2.  Body  parts  sticking  out  of  open  windows  may  be  crushed 
against  trees,  poles,  or  other  vehicles. 

3.  Voice  levels  tend  to  continually  rise  unless  an  effort 
is  made  to  keep  them  low. 

During  free  time,  the  teacher  might  allow  talking  and  tape 
record  the  voice  level  gradually  rising. 
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Concept : 


Objective (s) 


To  help  the  school  bus  driver  do  a  safe  job  of  driving  the 
bus,  passengers  should  avoid  all  distracting  activities. 
Passengers  should: 

1.  Use  a  reasonable  voice  level  when  talking  to  friends. 

2.  Become  absolutely  quiet  when  the  school  bus  stops  at 
railroad  crossings. 

3.  Stay  in  their  seats. 

4.  Be  friendly  and  courteous  with  their  seat  partners. 

By  use  of  an  experiment,  students  will  learn  how  distracting 
loud  talking  and  other  sounds  can  be.   Through  class 
discussion,  they  will  apply  this  discovery  to  the  problems 
that  can  result  when  a  school  bus  driver  is  distracted. 


Teacher 
information: 


While  most  school  bus  drivers  seem  to  develop  the  ability 
to  shut  out  distractions  and  concentrate  on  driving,  teachers 
can  help  by  encouraging  students  to  avoid  distracting 
actions.   Encourage  school  bus  passengers  to  stay  in  their 
seats,  talk  "quietly,"  and  avoid  causing  any  kind  pf  a 
disturbance. 


ACTIVITIES : 


At  railroad  crossings,  drivers  are  obligated  to  stop,  open 
bus  doors,  look  both  ways,  and  listen  for  approaching 
trains.   Passengers  must  become  absolutely  quiet  at  these 

times . 

If  possible,  find  a  room  or  space  that  is  relatively  sound- 
proof.  Use  loud  music,  occasional  crashes  (cymbals)  and 
other  sounds  that  distract  students  from  doing  assigned 
tasks.   (In  order  to  make  this  effective,  it  should  be  done 
without  prior  knowledge  of  the  students.) 


After  the  experiment  ends,  discuss  the  results, 
results  to  the  job  of  the  school  bus  driver. 


Apply  the 


Role-playing  might  be  used  to  reinforce  what  has  been  used. 
Perhaps  loud  talking  can  be  used  to  drown  out  the  horn  of  an 
automobile  that  is  trying  to  pass  the  school  bus. 
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Concept : 


Objective(s) 


Teacher 

information: 


School  bus  passengers  should  practice  good  citizenship  by: 

1.  Doing  their  part  to  keep  the  school  bus  neat  and  clean. 

2.  Helping  to  keep  the  bus  in  good  condition  and  repair. 

By  doing  research,  students  will  determine  the  cost  of 
repairing  student-caused  damage  to  school  buses.   They  will 
also  discover  how  much  money  is  spent  on  extra  cleaning  of 
school  buses.   Class  discussion  will  bring  out  ways  in  which 
that  money  might  be  better  spent. 

School  buses  are  very  expensive  to  buy,  equip,  and 
maintain.   School  bus  passengers  are  capable  of  inflicting 
great  amounts  of  damage  to  the  interior  of  buses.   Good  bus 
citizenship  should  be  furthered  and  strengthened  whenever 
possible. 


Good  school  bus  citizens  should: 


ACTIVITIES: 


1.  Eat  and  drink  off  the  bus. 

2.  Refrain  from  littering  the  bus. 

3.  Do  no  damage  to  bus  seats. 

4.  Discourage  marking  of  sidewalks. 

5.  Report  any  discovered  damage  to  the  driver  at  the  end  of 
the  trip. 

Divide  the  class  into  groups  to  investigate  the  costs  of 
cleaning  and  repair  of  school  buses  in  the  school  district. 
Restrict  the  investigation  to  costs  that  might  be  eliminated 
by  good  school  bus  citizenship. 

Have  other  groups  investigate  costs  of  food,  toys,  books,  and 
other  items  most  desired  by  children.   Have  students  decide 
how  the  wasted  money  might  be  better  spent  for  desired  items. 

Conduct  class  discussion  on  ways  to  cut  down  on  vandalism  and 
accidental  damage  to  school  buses.  Discuss  ways  school  buses 
can  be  kept  cleaner. 
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Concept : 


When  leaving  the  school  bus,  passengers  should  renain  seated 
until  the  bus  has  come  to  a  stop,  leave  the  bus  in  single 
file  using  all  steps  and  handrails,  and  move  quickly  away 
from  the  bus  door. 


Objective(s) 


After  class  discussion  and  by  actual  experience,  students 
will  correctly  leave  a  school  bus. 


Teacher 
information: 


Students  always  seem  to  be  anxious  to  leave  the  school 
bus.   Unless  an  orderly  exit  is  carried  out,  crowding  and 
possible  injury  from  falls  can  occur.   The  same  precautions 
as  those  involved  in  boarding  a  bus  should  be  used. 


1.  A  single  file  should  be  formed  with  those  seated  toward 
the  front  in  the  front  of  the  line. 

2.  All  steps  should  be  used  to  prevent  possible  falls. 

3.  One  hand  should  be  kept  free  to  grasp  the  handrail. 

It  seems  to  be  human  nature  to  come  through  a  door,  stop,  and 
then  decide  which  way  to  go.   This  can  create  quite  a  traffic 
jam.   The  same  thing  seems  to  happen  at  the  door  of  a  school 
bus.   Passengers  should  take  several  quick  steps  away  from 
the  door  before  stopping. 


ACTIVITIES: 


Conduct  a  class  discussion  on  the  correct  way  to  leave  a 
school  bus.   Arrange  to  have  a  school  bus  cone  to  school. 
After  class  discussion,  have  students  practice  the  correct 
procedures  of  leaving  a  school  bus. 
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Concept : 


Qbjective(s) 


Teacher 
information: 


ACTIVITIES : 


Students  should  go  directly  home  after  leaving  the  bus.   If 
it  is  necessary  for  passengers  to  cross  the  roadway  after 
exiting  a  school  bus,  they  should: 

1.  Position  themselves  in  front  of  the  bus  in  a  location 
where  they  can  see  the  driver's  eyes. 

2.  Check  traffic  in  all  directions. 

3.  Walk  quickly,  on  the  driver's  signal,  across  the    , 
roadway. 

Through  class  discussion  based  on  actual  experience  of  noting 
blind  spots  on  a  school  bus,  students  will  develop  an 
understanding  of  the  need  for  each  school  bus  passenger  to 
check  traffic  carefully  before  crossing  the  roadway. 

Morally,  if  not  legally,  schools  are  responsible  for  the 
pupils  from  the  time  they  leave  home  for  school  until  they 
arrive  home  again.   For  this  reason,  students  should  be 
encouraged  to  go  directly  home.   Parents  can  then  take  over 
supervision  of  children  and  insure  their  safety. 

Students  should  remain  in  the  driver's  view,  and  they  should 
cross  on  the  driver's  signal.   Drivers  must,  on  the  other 
hand,  keep  track  of  disembarking  passengers  until  they  are 
safely  across  the  roadway.   Passengers  should  never  cross 
behind  buses  where  drivers  cannot  see  them. 

Teachers  should  reinforce  the  concept  that  motor  vehicle 
drivers  do  not  always  obey  laws  protecting  school  bus 
passengers . 

Arrange  to  have  a  school  bus  available.   Have  each  student 
sit  in  the  proper  position  in  the  driver's  seat  and  note  all 
the  spots  around  the  bus  that  are  "blind";  that  is,  where 
vision  is  blocked  by  some  part  of  the  bus. 

Conduct  a  class  discussion  designed  to  emphasize  the  need  for 
bus  passengers  to  be  alert  to  traffic  when  crossing  the 
roadway. 

Use  role-playing  to  reinforce  the  use  of  safe  procedures  in 
crossing  the  roadway  after  exiting  a  school  bus. 
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Concept : 
Objective(s): 


Teacher 

information: 


ACTIVITIES: 


School  bus  emergency  exits  should  be  opened  only  in  emergency 
situations . 

In  class  discussion  and  by  observation  and  experience  on  a 
school  bus,  students  will  learn  that  emergency  exits  are 
unhandy  for  normal  use,  should  not  be  tampered  with,  and  are 
for  emergency  use  only. 

Emergency  exits  should  be  used  for  emergency  purposes 
only.   A  buzzer  usually  sounds  when  they  are  opened.   Routine 
exits  should  be  made  from  the  front  door  where  the  driver  has 
complete  control. 

Conduct  a  class  discussion  on  the  points  listed  under  Teacher 
information.   Although  this  information  should  be  taught  in 
earlier  grades,  it  should  be  reinforced.   Devote  some  time  to 
an  examination  of  the  school  bus  emergency  exits,  how  they 
are  opened,  and  when  they  are  to  be  used. 
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EMERGENCY  EVACUATION  DRILLS 

Chapter  90,  Section  7B  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  reads  in  part: 

...  All  pupils  transported  on  a  school  bus  shall  receive  classroom 
instruction  in  safe  riding  practices  at  least  three  tines  during  the 
following  periods  of  each  school  year:   the  first  week  of  the  school  year, 
the  period  between  the  months  of  September  and  January  and  the  period 
between  the  month  of  January  and  the  end  of  the  school  year.   During  each 
school  year  all  such  pupils  shall  participate  at  least  twice  in  on-bus 
emergency  drills. 

The  first  required  emergency  evacuation  drill  of  the  year  should  be  conducted 
early  in  the  fall  to  prepare  students  for  any  eventuality.  Drills  might  be 
organized  on  any  of  several  bases: 

1.  School-district  wide 

2.  By  grade  level 

3.  By  individual  school  buildings 

4.  By  single  classroooms 

Drills  might  be  conducted  by: 

1.  School  district  administrators  or  transportation  supervisors 

2.  School  building  administrators 

3.  School  bus  drivers 

4.  Safety  Officers 

5.  Combinations  of  involved  persons 

Drills  should  include  the  following  concepts  and  elements: 


Concept : 


If  the  school  bus  becomes  involved  in  an  emergency  situation, 
passengers  must  remain  seated,  stop  all  talking,  and  follow 
the  directions  of  the  bus  driver  or  his/her  representative. 


Explanation : 


At  times  of  emergency,  directions  must  be  given,  heard, 
understood,  and  carried  out  as  quickly  and  accurately  as 
possible.   The  school  bus  driver,  in  the  role  of  "captain  of 
the  ship,"  must  take  charge. 


There  may  be  times  when  the  driver  is  ill,  injured,  or 
otherwise  rendered  unable  to  handle  the  situation.  One 
student  should,  in  advance,  be  designated  to  take  charge  in 
such  situations. 
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Concept : 


If  the  emergency  exits  must  be  used,  school  bus  passengers 

■ust: 


Explanation : 


1.    Follow  the  directions  of  the  person  in  charge. 
2*    Leave  all  possessions  behind  in  order  to  keep  their 
hands  free. 

3.  Line  up  in  single  file  with  those  closest  to  the 
emergency  exit  at  the  head  of  the  line. 

4.  Be  quiet  and  orderly  with  no  crowding. 

5.  Wrap  any  loose  clothing  around  their  bodies  so  it 
does  not  get  caught  as  they  exit. 

When  emergency  exits  are  used,  it  is  imperative  that  order  be 
maintained.   Usually  the  use  of  emergency  exits  includes 
jumping  to  the  ground,  one  at  a  time.  Hands  should  be  free 
for  balance. 


Concept : 


Explanation: 


ACTIVITIES: 


As  school  bus  passengers  leave  the  bus  through  emergency 
exits ,  they  should : 

1.  Duck  their  heads. 

2.  Bend  their  knees  when  they  hit  the  ground  after  a  jump. 

3.  Move  quickly  away  so  other  passengers  may  exit. 

4.  Stay  clear  of  any  roadway. 

When  emergency  exits  are  used,  it  is  imperative  that  order  be 
maintained.   Usually  the  use  of  emergency  exits  includes 
jumping  to  the  ground  one  at  a  time.   Hands  should  be  kept 
free  for  balance.   Knees  should  be  bent  when  landing  to  help 
absorb  shock.   Having  landed,  students  should  move  quickly 
away  from  the  bus  to  escape  possible  fire  or  explosion  and  to 
permit  others  to  exit  from  the  bus. 

Roleplaying  should  be  utilized.   Passengers  should  be 
expected  to  seriously  perform  all  necessary  actions  involved 
in  safe  and  orderly  emergency  procedures. 
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EVACUATION  DRILLS  AND  EMERGENCY  PROCEDURES 


1.  Usually,  students  remain  on  the  bus  during  an  emergency 

2.  There  are  situations  which  require  evacuation 


a.  Fire  or  imminent  danger  of  fire 

b.  Unsafe  position  due  to  an  accident,  mechanical  failure  or  human 
failure 

(1)  In  the  path  of  a  train  or  on  railroad  tracks 

(2)  Near  a  body  of  water  where  the  bus  might  roll  or  near  a 
precipice 

(3)  Where  failure  of  the  vehicle  or  driver  puts  the  bus  in  a 
dangerous  visibility  position 

There  are  several  ways  to  evacuate  a  bus 

a.  Everyone  exits  through  the  rear  emergency  door 

b.  Everyone  exits  through  the  front  entrance  door 

c.  The  front  half  of  the  bus  goes  forward;  the  rear  half  exits  through 
the  rear  door   (See  Diagram) 
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d.  The  use  of  kick-out  windshields  and  pop-out  windows  (if  available) 
should  be  shown  in  case  all  doors  are  blocked.   Drivers  should  know 
how  to  work  them.   The  procedure  should  at  least  be  demonstrated  to 
students  during  Evacuation  Drill. 

e.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  the  manner  of  evacuation 
depends  on  the  situation 

4.    Suggested  Front  Door  Evacuation  Drill  Conducted  on  School  Grounds  (if  it 
occurs  as  the  drivers  bring  the  pupils  into  school) 

In  the  interest  of  safety,  all  drivers  should  conduct  an  emergency 
evacuation  drill  through  the  front  door  when  they  unload  at  the 
schools.   With  the  approval  and  assistance  of  the  school  administration, 
the  driver  should  proceed  as  follows: 

a.  Stop  the  bus,  set  parking  brake,  and  turn  off  engine  (remove  key) 

b.  Stand,  open  the  door,  face  the  children,  and  get  their  attention 

c.  Give  the  command:   "Emergency  drill,  remain  seated,  front 
evacuation." 

d.  Advise  bus  captain  or  designated  student  to  guide  passengers  to 
assigned  place  of  safety. 

(1)  A  helper  or  a  bus  captain  can  be  appointed  each  time  to  assist 
the  driver  in  leading  the  students  to  a  designated  location  on 
the  grounds 

(2)  A  second  helper  can  be  appointed  to  stand  outside  the  front 
door  to  count  and  assist  passengers  as  they  leave  the  bus 

e.  Standing  between  the  first  occupied  seats,  the  driver  then  turns  and 
faces  the  front  of  the  bus 

(1)  Starting  with  the  right-hand  seat,  tap  the  shoulder  of  the 
student  nearest  the  aisle  to  indicate  that  those  occupants 
shall  move  out.   Say,  "Walk-Don 't  Run;  Use  Hand  Rails." 

(2)  The  driver  should  hold  his  or  her  hand  before  the  occupants  of 
the  left-hand  seat  in  a  restraining  gesture 

f.  When  the  pupils  in  the  right-hand  seat  have  moved  forward  far  enough 
to  clear  the  aisle,  dismiss  the  occupants  of  the  left-hand  seats 
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g.   Continue  evacuation  procedure  as  described,  right  and  left  seats 
alternately,  until  the  bus  is  empty 

h.   When  the  last  seat  is  empty,  the  driver  should  walk  to  the  front  of 
the  bus ,  checking  to  see  that  everyone  is  out 

i.   After  the  driver  leaves  the  bus,  go  to  students  and  advise  them  of 
improvements  to  be  made  or  tell  them  of  the  job  well  done,  then 
immediately  dismiss  them  for  class.   If  there  are  students  who  are 
to  continue  on  to  another  school,  reload  them  and  continue  run. 

5.  Rear  Emergency  Door  Evacuation  or  Side-Door  Evacuation 

a.  Rear  emergency  door  evacuation  or  side-door  evacuation  works  in 
reverse  of  the  one  just  explained.   Explain  how  the  doors  work  and 
instruct  students  not  to  open  them  until  you  give  the  command  to  do 
so. 

b.  This  evacuation  drill  should  take  place  only  under  controlled 
conditions  with  members  of  the  school  administration  actively 
involved,  especially  in  guarding  against  accidents  in  "jumping  down" 
from  the  bus . 

c.  The  combination  front  and  rear  door  evacuation  warrants  the  same 
care  and  safeguards  of  a  controlled  situation. 

d.  The  use  of  "kick-out"  windows  should  be  demonstrated,  but  having  the 
children  actively  practicing  exits  in  that  manner  is  not  suggested. 

6.  Important  Factors  in  Evacuation  Drills 

a.  Discuss  which  things  would  be  different  from  an  evacuation  drill  in 
an  actual  emergency.   What  would  the  driver/children  have  to  do 
differently  if  the  bus  were  tipped  on  its  side?  How  will  evacuation 
be  different  if  children  panic  and  refuse  to  move? 

b.  Safety  of  children  is  of  the  utmost  importance  and  must  be 
considered  first. 

c.  All  drills  should  be  supervised  by  the  principal  or  by  persons 
assigned  by  him/her  to  act  in  a  supervisory  capacity. 

d.  In  an  amergency  the  driver  might  be  incapacitated  so  that  he/she 
would  not  be  able  to  direct  the  pupil  emergency  evacuation.   School 
personnel  or  adult  monitors  should  assist  in  these  drills.   It  is 
important  to  have  regular  students  available  who  know  how  to  do  the 
following: 


(1)  Turn  off  ignition  switch 

(2)  Set  emergency  brake 
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(3)  Summon  help  when  and  where  needed 

(4)  Use  fire  axe  or  kick-out  windows 

(5)  Set  flags  and  flares 

(6)  Open  and  close  doors,  account  for  all  pupils 

(7)  Help  small  children  off  bus 

e.  "Emergency  drills"  for  school  buses  should  be  organized  in  a  manner 
similar  to  fire  drills  held  regularly  in  schools.   School  bus  drills 
should  be  held  more  often  during  fall  and  spring  months ,  preferably 
when  bus  arrives  at  the  school  building  with  the  pupils. 

f .  Drills  should  be  held  on  school  property. 

g.  Types  of  bus  drills  held  should  be  varied. 

h.   Drivers  should  stay  in  bus  during  evacuation  drills.   Be  sure  that 
the  emergency  brake  is  set,  ignition  off,  keys  removed,  and 

transmission  in  gear. 

i.   Do  not  permit  children  to  take  lunch  boxes,  books,  etc.,  With  them 
when  they  leave  the  bus  -  getting  the  child  off  safely  in  the 
shortest  time  possible  and  in  an  orderly  fashion  is  the  objective  of 
a  school  bus  evacuation  drill, 

j.   The  pupils  should  go  to  a  distance  of  at  least  100  feet  from  the  bus 
in  an  "emergency  drill"  and  remain  there  in  a  group  until  given 
further  directions  by  the  leader. 

k.   All  children  should  be  given  an  opportunity  to  participate, 

including  those  children  who  only  ride  a  bus  on  special  trips. 

1.   Each  pupil  should  be  instructed  in  the  proper  safety  precautions 
while  riding  the  bus  and  in  drill  procedure. 

m.    Instruct  students  in  how  and  where  to  get  help. 

n.   Variations  should  depend  on  local  policy. 

o.   Finally,  all  these  activities  should  be  carried  out  in  the 

vehicle.   In  conjunction  with  the  program,  instead  of  handing  out  a 
list  of  do's  and  don'ts  on  ridership  and  evacuation  drills,  slide 
presentations  can  be  easily  put  together  within  your  own  school 
system  with  the  aid  of  some  personnel  member  who  is  a 
photographer.   It  can  be  shown  before  the  evacuation  drill.   In 
addition  to  being  an  inexpensive  method  of  instruction,  there  is 
something  about  seeing  your  friend  and  yourself  in  a  "commercial" 
film  that  makes  children  more  attentive  to  the  presentation. 
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PEDESTRIAN  SAFETY 
BASIC  CONCEPTS  OF  PEDESTRIAN  SAFETY 

To  be  a  safe  pedestrian: 

A.  Watch  where  you  walk 

1.  When  walking  across  driveways  and  alleys,  look  all  directions 
for  approaching  vehicles. 

2.  Keep  away  from  places  blocked  off  for  street  repairs  or 
building  construction. 

3.  At  railroad  crossings,  obey  the  signals,  look  all  ways,  and 
listen  for  approaching  trains. 

4.  In  bad  weather 

a.  be  alert. 

b.  if  you  carry  an  umbrella,  be  sure  you  can  see  around  it. 

c.  watch  your  step  on  ice,  hard-packed  snow,  or  wet  surfaces. 

B.  Be  sure  you  are  seen  when  you  walk 

1.  On  dark,  rainy  days,  wear  light  or  bright  colored  clothing. 

2.  At  night,  wear  white  clothing  and  retro-reflective  material  or 
carry  a  white  light. 

C.  Be  extra  alert  when  you  cross  a  street  or  highway 

1.  If  possible,  cross  only  at  marked  intersections  or  crosswalks. 

2.  Stay  on  the  curb,  out  of  the  street,  when  waiting  to  cross. 

3.  If  the  crossing  is  controlled  by  a  traffic  signal 

a.  stop  when  the  light  facing  you  is  red. 

b.  wait  when  the  light  facing  you  is  yellow. 

c.  watch  for  turning  vehicles  and  look  all  ways;  cross  the 
street  when  the  light  facing  you  is  green  and  traffic  has 
cleared. 

4.  If  the  crossing  is  controlled  by  a  policeman,  an  adult  crossing 
guard  or  a  school  safety  patrol,  follow  their  directions. 

5.  If  the  crossing  has  WALK  -  DON'T  WALK  signs,  follow  their 
directions;  but  still  look  all  ways  for  traffic. 

6.  Emergency  vehicles,  with  red  light  flashing  and  sirens 
sounding,  have  priority  over  all  traffic  and  pedestrians. 

7.  Always  walk,  not  run,  across  streets  and  highways. 
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D.   When  walking  along  a  highway  use  extra  caution 

1.  If  there  are  no  sidewalks,  walk  on  the  left  side  of  the  road 
facing  traffic. 

2.  If  you  walk  with  a  group,  walk  single  file. 

3.  Walk  on  the  shoulder  of  the  road. 

4.  If  you  must  walk  on  the  roadway,  step  off  when  traffic 
approaches . 

5.  Pedestrians  usually  are  not  allowed  on  freeways,  expressways, 
or  other  controlled  access  highways. 

£.   Follow  these  suggestions  on  the  way  to  and  from  school 

1.  Know  your  full  name,  home  address,  telephone  numbers,  parents' 
names,  place  of  work  of  your  parent,  and  the  name  of  your 
school. 

2.  Leave  for  school  at  the  same  time  each  day,  and  plan  to  arrive 
there  about  five  minutes  before  school  starts. 

3.  Go  straight  to  school  and  home  again. 

4.  Select  the  safest  route  to  walk  when  you  are  going  to  and  from 

school . 

5.  Know  the  location  of  the  "school  safety  stops"  along  your 
route,  if  available. 

6.  Respect  private  property,  and  stay  on  the  sidewalk  as  you  walk, 
F.   Understand  and  follow  these  suggestions 

1.  Accept  rides  only  with  persons  approved  by  your  parents  ahead 

of  time. 

2.  Use  extra  care  in  crossing  streets,  because  vehicles  cannot 
stop  as  quickly  as  pedestrians  can. 
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Concept:         Safe  pedestrians  watch  Where  they  walk. 

Objective(s):    Through  class  discussion,  students  will  gain  awareness  of  the 

value  of  choosing  safe  places  to  walk. 

Teacher         To  be  a  safe  pedestrian,  persons  must  watch  where  they 
information:    walk. 

1 .  When  walking  across  driveways  and  alleys ,  look  in  all 
directions  for  approaching  vehicles. 

2.  Keep  away  from  places  blocked  off  for  street  repair  or 
building  construction. 

3.  When  walking  in  bad  weather,  pedestrians  must  be 
alert.   They  must  also  watch  their  step  on  ice,  hard- 
packed  snow  and  wet  surfaces . 

4.  At  railroad  crossing,  look  all  directions,  obey  signals, 
and  listen  for  approaching  trains.   The  old  slogan  of 
"Stop,  Look  and  Listen"  still  applies.   Students  should 
also  be  cautioned  about  the  possibility  of  multiple  sets 
of  tracks  hiding  danger. 

ACTIVITIES:      Class  discussion  of  concepts  in  Teacher  information. 
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Concept : 
Objective(s) 


Teacher 

information: 


ACTIVITIES : 


Safe  pedestrians  make  sure  they  are  seen  When  they  walk. 

After  a  demonstration  in  the  classroom  involving  various 
colors  of  clothes  and  retro-reflective  materials,  students 
will  be  able  to  state  which  items  would  make  walking  safer  at 
night  and  in  dark,  rainy  weather. 

Bright  colored  clothing  is  best  for  pedestrians  walking 
on  dark,  rainy  days.  White  clothing  and  retro-reflective 
materials  are  safety  items  for  pedestrians  at  night. 

Retro-reflective  materials  are  of  two  types:  beaded  and 
prismatic.   The  armbands  used  in  many  communities  by  students 
walking  to  school  in  the  dark  because  of  year  round  daylight 
savings  time  are  examples  of  beaded  materials.  Most 
reflectors  on  cars  and  bicycles  are  prismatic.  Both  types 
are  very  effective  and  reflect  most  of  the  light  back  to  the 
point  of  origination. 

Conduct  the  following  experiment: 

Use  a  room  as  dark  as  can  be  arranged.  Arrange  in  advance  for 
samples  of  dark,  bright  White  clothing,  and  strips  of  retro- 
reflective  materials  to  be  placed  at  the  front  of  the  room. 
Using  a  flashlight,  shine  a  beam  of  light  on  each  item  of 
clothing.  Ask  the  students  to  rate  each  as  to  its 
visibility.   Then  flash  the  light  on  the  reflective  material. 

A  class  discussion  will  reinforce  the  value  of  White  clothing 
and  retro-reflective  materials  in  pedestrian  safety  after 
dark. 
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Concept : 
Objective(s) 


Teacher 
Information 


ACTIVITIES: 


Safe  pedestrians  are  extra  alert  When  they  cross  a  street  or 
highway. 

Using  a  work  sheet  showing  a  large  drawing  of  a  WALK-DON'T 
WALK  sign,  students  will  indicate  their  understanding  of  how 
a  pedestrian  would  react  correctly  to  each  instruction. 

Class  discussion  will  reinforce  earlier  concepts. 

These  elements  of  the  concept  above  should  be  introduced: 

1.  If  possible,  cross  only  at  marked  intersections  or 
crosswalks. 

2.  Stay  on  the  curb,  out  of  the  street,  when  waiting  to 
cross . 

3.  If  the  crossing  is  controlled  by  a  policeman,  adult 
crossing  guard,  or  school  safety  patrol,  follow  their 
directions. 

4.  If  the  crosswalk  is  not  controlled  in  any  way, 
pedestrians  must  look  all  ways  and  cross  when  the 
intersection  is  clear. 

5.  Always  walk,  don't  run,  across  the  street. 

6.  If  the  crossing  has  WALK-DON'T  WALK  signs,  follow  their 
directions  but  still  look  all  ways  and  be  very  careful. 

(The  WALK  sign  usually  has  a  white  or  green  light  behind 
it.   The  DON'T  WALK  sign  utilizes  an  orange  or  red  light.) 

Conduct  a  class  discussion  in  regard  to  WALK-DON'T  WALK 
signs.   Discuss  how  these  signs  are  coordinated  with  traffic 
signals  in  most  cases.   However,  stress  that  signs  do  not 
really  stop  traffic  —  only  drivers  do  that. 


-33- 


Concept : 
Objectives: 


Teacher 

information: 


When  safe  pedestrians  cross  street  and  highways,  they  may 
have  to  yield  the  right-of-way  to  certain  vehicles. 

Students  will  strengthen  their  knowledge  of  proper  pedestrian 
behavior  through  class  discussion. 

The  Webster's  New  Collegiate  Dictionary  defines  right-of- 
way  as ,  "a  precedence  in  passing  accorded  to  one  vehicle  over 
another  by  custom,  decision,  or  statute;  the  right  of  traffic 
to  take  precedence."   Simply  put,  it  is  the  right  of  one 
element  of  traffic  to  go  first. 

Students  need  to  understand  that  right-of-way  is  never  taken 
-  it  is  given.   No  pedestrian  can  take  the  right-of-way  from 
an  automobile.   The  automobile  driver  must  give  it  to  the 
pedestrian. 

Massachusetts  law  requires  that  vehicles  and  pedestrians  must 
give  the  right-of-way  to  emergency  vehicles  on  a  call. 
Emergency  vehicles  include  ambulances ,  police  and  patrol 
cars,  fire  trucks,  and  rescue  vehicles.   The  law  requires 
that  they  have  their  red  lights  flashing  and  sirens  sounding. 


ACTIVITIES : 


Conduct  a  class rooi 
information. 


discussion  of  elements  in  Teacher 
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Concept : 
Objectives: 


Teacher 
information: 


ACTIVITIES : 


When  walking  along  a  highway,  the  safe  pedestrian  uses  extra 
caution. 

After  class  discussion,  students  will  demonstrate  their 
understanding  of  walking  safely  on  highways. 

Walking  along  a  highway  compounds  the  problems  encountered 
by  pedestrians.   The  same  kinds  of  hazards  are  present,  but 
the  higher  speeds  of  vehicles  increase  the  risks. 

When  walking  along  a  highway,  use  extra  caution: 

1.  If  there  are  no  sidewalks,  walk  on  the  left  side  of  the 
road  facing  oncoming  traffic. 

2.  If  you  walk  with  a  group,  walk  single  file. 

3.  Whenever  possible,  walk  on  the  shoulder  of  the  road. 

4.  If  you  must  walk  on  the  roadway,  step  off  when  traffic 
approaches . 

5.  Pedestrians  usually  are  not  allowed  on  superhighways 
such  as  freeways  and  expressways. 

It  is  suggested  that  most  of  the  teacher's  efforts  be 
directed  toward  advising  the  children  not  to  walk  along 
highways  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Conduct  a  class  discussion  on  the  points  listed  in  Teacher 
information. 

Take  the  class  outdoors  to  a  nearby  road  or  highway  and 
demonstrate  the  safe  walking  practices  as  listed  above. 
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Concept : 


Objective (s) 


Teacher 
information: 


ACTIVITIES: 


Safe  pedestrians  know  that  vehicles  cannot  stop  as  quickly  as 
persons.   Therefore,  pedestrians  should  not  expect  vehicles 
to  be  able  to  stop  if  they  step  out  in  front  of  the  vehicles. 

After  a  series  of  tests  on  the  street  and  playground, 
students  will  understand  that  vehicles  cannot  stop  as  quickly 
as  pedestrians. 

A  class  discussion  will  aid  students  in  relating  this 
knowledge  to  the  need  for  pedestrians  to  beware  of  stepping 
out  in  front  of  vehicles. 

Many  pedestrian  vehicle  accidents  occur  when  pedestrians 
step  quickly  out  in  front  of  automobiles  and  other 
vehicles.   Because  pedestrians  can  maneuver  and  stop  in  a 
shorter  distance  than  vehicles,  it  is  often  impossible  for 
vehicles  to  get  stopped  before  a  collision  takes  place. 

Illustrate  to  students  the  need  for  them  to  take  some 
responsibility  as  pedestrians  to  prevent  accidents  by 
eliminating  moves  that  may  lead  to  accidents. 

Ask  the  high  school  traffic  safety  educator  to  assist  in  an 
experiment  to  measure  the  stopping  distances  of  various 
vehicles  at  their  normal  operating  speeds  in  a  school  zone. 

Have  students  measure  the  following  stopping  distances: 


1.  A  school  bus  traveling  at  25  miles  per  hour. 

2.  A  driver  education  car  traveling  at  25  miles  per  hour. 

3.  A  motorcycle  traveling  at  25  miles  per  hour. 
A.  A  bicycle  traveling  at  a  reasonable  speed. 

5.  A  child  running. 

6.  A  child  walking. 

Conduct  class  discussion  to  applying  stopping  distances  to 
the  concept  listed  above. 
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TIME  REQUIRED  TO  APPLY  BRAKES 
WHEN  DO  YOU  BEGIN  TO  STOP? 

The  average  person  takes  about  three-quarters  of  a  second  to  apply 
the  foot  brake  after  perceiving  an  emergency.  The  diagram  below 
shows  how  far  your  car  goes  in  that  three-quarters  of  a  second  at 
various  speeds. 


Auto  travels  22  feet  in  V*  of  a  second  at  20  miles  an  hour 


Auto  travels  33  feet  in  H  of  a  second  at  30  miles  an  hour 


Auto  travels  44  feet  in  Va  of  a  second  at  40  miles  an  hour 


You  may  see  a  pedestrian  in  your  path.     You  continue  to  roll  along 
before  your  brake  pedal  can  be  pushed  down.    Then  you  begin  to  stop. 


WATCH!  AND   BE  READY  TO  STOP 

SPEED  CONVERSION  TABLE 
Showing  Distances  in  Feet  Per  Second  Corresponding 
to  Speeds  in  Miles  Per  Hour 
5   mi.  per  hr.     =        7  feet  per  sec. 
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Concept : 
Objectives (s) 


Teacher 
Information: 


ACTIVITIES: 


Safe  pedestrians  accept  rides  offered  only  by  persons  with 
whom  their  parents  have  given  them  permission  to  ride. 

By  means  of  a  class  discussion,  students  will  be  reminded  of 
the  problem  of  the  "friendly  stranger"  and  that  they  should 
accept  rides  offered  only  by  persons  with  whom  their  parents 
have  given  them  permission  to  ride. 

The  problem  of  the  "friendly  stranger"  is  becoming  ever 
more  widespread.   No  community  is  immune  from  the  possibility 
of  experiencing  the  fear  associated  with  this  kind  of 
individual.   Children  must  learn  not  to  trust  blindly  the 
"friendly  stranger." 

Teachers  must  be  careful  not  to  plant  distrust  of  all  persons 
in  the  minds  of  young  students.   Yet,  the  need  for  caution 
must  be  transmitted  to  children. 

Conduct  a  class  discussion  on  all  aspects  of  the  "friendly 
stranger"  problem  and  recommended  student  actions.  , 

Have  students  draw  pictures  and  name  some  of  the  persons  with 
whom  they  would  accept  a  ride. 
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SAFETY  PATROL  HANDBOOK 

The  information  contained  in  the  "Policies  and  Practices  for  School  Safety 
Patrols"  together  with  the  following  material  will  serve  as  the  basis  for  a 
well-trained  effective,  and  safely-operating  school  safety  patrol. 

School  safety  patrols  are  unique  in  that  they  combine  service  to  students, 
schools,  and  communities  with  an  opportunity  to  learn  leadership, 
responsibility,  and  safe  living.   Each  school  should  examine  its  pedestrian 
safety  needs  and  organize  or  reorganize  its  safety  patrol  to  meet  those  needs. 

REMINDERS  FOR  GOOD  PATROL  OPERATION: 

1.  Patrol  members  should 

a.  report  for  duty  on  time. 

b.  report  for  duty  with  complete  equipment,  neat,  and  clean. 

c.  be  alert  at  all  times. 

d.  know  and  practice  safe  crossing  procedures. 

e.  always  set  a  good  example. 

f.  be  dependable  and  trustworthy. 

g.  be  courteous  and  polite  at  all  times. 

h.    carry  out  their  jobs  in  a  business-like  manner. 

i.   promote  safety  at  all  times  -  at  home,  at  play,  at  school. 

2.  Patrol  members  must  not: 

a.  go  into  the  street  unless  vision  is  obstructed. 

b.  direct  traffic. 

c.  leave  their  station  unattended. 

d.  retain  or  punish  schoolmates. 

e.  stop  emergency  vehicles. 

f.  stop  funerals  or  funeral  processions. 

g.  play  or  fight  while  on  duty. 

OFFENDERS: 

Police  are  vitally  interested  in  the  safety  of  patrol  members  and  of  the 
children  they  assist  in  crossing  the  street.  One  great  danger  is  the  car  that 
runs  the  red  light.  As  long  as  the  red  light  is  on,  no  car  should  pass 
through.   Such  cars  are  to  be  reported  to  the  Patrol  Supervisor  (or  other 
person  that  has  been  designated).   In  order  to  guard  against  haphazard, 
ambiguous  type  of  reporting,  the  patrol  should  fill  out  a  card  with  as  much 
information  as  possible. 
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POLICIES  AND  PRACTICES  FOR  SCHOOL  SAFETY  PATROLS 

1.  FUNCTION.   The  functions  of  school  safety  patrols  are  — 

To  instruct,  direct,  and  control,  the  members  of  the  student 
body  in  crossing  the  streets  and  highways  at  or  near  schools; 

and 

To  assist  teachers  and  parents  In  the  instruction  of  school 
children  in  safe  pedestrian  practices  at  all  times  and  places. 

Patrols  should  not  be  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
directing  vehicular  traffic,  nor  should  they  be  allowed  to  do 
so  through  the  use  of  flags,  hand  signs,  or  other  signalling 
devices.   They  need  not,  therefore,  be  recognized  by  city 
ordinance  or  state  law  dealing  with  the  control  of  vehicular 
traffic. 

2.  ESTABLISHMENT  AND  SUPPORT.   The  approval,  understanding, 
support,  and  encouragement  of  all  school  authorities, 
administrators  and  teachers  are  essential  to  the  effective 
functioning  of  the  school  safety  patrol. 

a.  Authorization  —  The  governing  board  or  other  directing 
authority  is  the  appropriate  group  to  authorize  the 
organization  and  operation  of  school  safety  patrols.   Each 
school  administrator  should  review  liability 
responsibilities  relating  to  school  safety  patrol  programs. 

b.  Administration  —  The  school  superintendent  should  assume 
the  leadership  in  determining  the  over-all  school  safety 
patrol  policy. 

The  principal  of  each  school  should  provide  leadership  in 
developing  a  good  relationship  among  teachers,  student 
body,  and  members  of  the  patrol  in  matters  of  selection, 
instruction,  and  supervision  of  patrol  members.   Direct 
supervision  and  administrative  details  for  actual  operation 
of  the  patrol  may  be  delegated  to  an  individual  teacher  or 
a  committee. 

c.  Community  Support  —  Every  community  has  civic  and  service 
organizations  which  will  work  cooperatively  with  schools 
upon  invitation.   The  local  automobile  club,  safety 
council,  parent-teacher  association,  and  others  may 
cooperate  by  offering  assistance  to  school  administrators 
for  the  successful  operation  of  school  safety  patrols. 
Assistance  may  include  the  provision  of  equipment.  Such 
community  participation  fosters  the  development  of 
community  understanding  and  support  of  the  school  safety 
patrol  program. 
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3.  SELECTION  AND  APPOINTMENT.  The  school  safety  patrol  members 
should  be  selected  from  the  upper  grade  levels  —  preferably 
not  below  the  5th  grade.   Qualities  such  as  leadership  and 
reliability  should  determine  selection.   Patrol  service  should 
be  voluntary  and  open  to  all  who  qualify.  Written  approval  of 
parent  or  guardian  should  be  secured.   After  selection,  patrol 
members  may  be  formally  appointed  by  the  principal. 

Removal  or  suspension  from  duty  for  any  cause  should 
immediately  result  in  notification  of  the  member's  parent  or 
guardian.  An  explanation  should  be  made  to  the  pupil  and  to 
the  parent  or  guardian  through  a  letter  or  personal  interview. 

4.  SIZE  OF  PATROL  AND  OFFICERS  NEEDED.   The  number  of  members  of  a 
school  safety  patrol  should  be  determined  by  local  factors  such 
as  street  and  highway  conditions,  number  of  intersections, 
volume  of  vehicular  traffic,  school  enrollment,  and  number  of 
school  dismissal  times.   Schools  may  wish  to  consult  with 
police  or  other  qualified  individuals  to  determine  the  number 
of  patrol  members  and  the  most  strategic  locations  for  them. 
Every  patrol  should  have  such  officers  (captain,  lieutenant, 
sergeant)  as  are  necessary  for  effective  operation.   It  is 
desirable  that  officers  and  members  serve  for  at  least  one 
school  year.  Members  may  be  changed  periodically  to  minimize 
the  time  required  of  one  pupil  and  to  permit  a  maximum  number 
of  pupils  an  opportunity  to  serve. 

5.  INSTRUCTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION.  School  safety  patrols  offer  a 
way  of  extending  traffic  safety  education  beyond  the 
classroom.   Careful  instruction  and  supervision  of  patrol 
members  are  essential  if  the  patrol  is  to  maintain  efficiency 
and  continuity.  The  best  results  are  obtained  by  delegating 
the  continuous  guidance  to  a  teacher,  supervisor,  or  other 
professional  person  within  the  school  system  who  is  interested 
in  safety  education.   This  person  should  work  cooperatively 
with  the  police  department  and  other  civic  and  service 
organizations. 

New  patrol  members,  after  initial  instruction,  should  serve 
with  and  under  the  guidance  of  experienced  members  until 
qualified  to  assume  their  duties. 

6.  INSIGNIA.  A  standard  insigne  is  desirable  for  school  safety 
patrol  and  bus  patrol  members.   Such  insigne  should  be  readily 
identifiable  and  worn  in  plain  view  at  all  times  while  patrol 
members  are  on  duty.  The  standard  insigne  for  patrols  is  the 
white  or  flourescent  orange  Sam  Browne  belt  of  two-inch-wide 
material.  Any  auxiliary  equipment  (such  as  badge  or  arm  band) 
used  in  patrol  operation  should  be  uniform  throughout  the 
community.  Other  patrols,  such  as  hall,  playground,  etc., 
should  not  wear  the  Sam  Browne  belt,  but  may  use  another  type 
of  identification. 
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7.  ADEQUATE  ADVANCE  WARNING  OF  SCHOOL  CROSSING.   The  white  or 
flourescent  orange  Sam  Browne  belt  is  usually  adequate  to 
attract  the  attention  of  drivers  approaching  school  crossings 
under  normal  conditions.   However,  hilltops,  curves,  foliage  or 
other  conditions  may  make  it  difficult  for  the  driver  to  see 
the  patrol  member  in  time  to  insure  a  safe  stop  or  whatever 
other  driving  adjustments  should  be  made. 

Where  conditions  are  such  that  the  patrol  member  cannot  be  seen 
at  least  as  far  away  as  the  safe  stopping  distance  for  the 
legal  speed  at  that  location,  one  of  the  following  procedures 

is  recommended: 

a.  Select  a  safer  location  for  the  crossing  at  which  the 
patrol  is  to  serve. 

b.  When  it  is  not  possible  to  select  another  crossing,  the 
matter  should  be  taken  up  with  appropriate  traffic 
authorities  for  a  solution. 

8.  POSITION  AND  PROCEDURES.   The  patrol  member  should  stand  back 
of  the  curb  —  not  in  the  street  —  and  remind  the  children  to  . 
wait  behind  him/her  until  he/she  sees  an  adequate  gap  in 
traffic.   When  the  gap  occurs,  he/she  should  step  aside  and 
motion  for  the  children  to  cross  the  street  in  a  group. 

When  the  patrol  member's  view  of  traffic  is  obstructed,  it  may 
be  necessary  for  the  patrol  member  to  step  into  the  street.   In 
this  event,  the  patrol  member  should  go  no  farther  than  the 
outer  edge  of  the  obstruction  (usually  a  parked  vehicle). 
Children  should  remain  on  the  sidewalk  near  the  curb  until 
motioned  to  cross.   After  the  children  have  crossed,  the  patrol 
member  should  return  to  his/her  station  back  of  the  curb. 

School  authorities  should  confer  with  traffic  authorities  in 
arranging  for  appropriate  parking  restrictions  on  streets 
adjacent  to  or  near  schools  and  school  crossings.   If  possible, 
off-street  parking  areas  should  be  provided  to  minimize 
congestion  and  safety  hazards  caused  by  parked  cars. 

A  school  crossing  traversing  a  one-way  street  should  be 
located,  if  possible,  on  the  approach  side  where  traffic  enters 
the  intersection.  Most  complications  arise  from  turning  cars, 
whether  turning  from  a  one-way  street  into  a  two-way  street,  or 
where  two  one-way  streets  intersect.   Patrol  members  should  be 
cautioned  frequently  to  be  alert  for  vehicle  turning  movements. 
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When  vehicular  traffic  is  such  that  adequate  safe  gaps  do  not 
occur  at  school  crossings  at  reasonably  frequent  intervals  to 
allow  pupils  to  cross  the  street  or  highway  safely,  the  traffic 
problem  is  not  a  safety  patrol  responsibility.   It  is  the 
function  of  appropriate  traffic  authorities  to  create  the 
necessary  interruption  of  vehicular  traffic.  A  survey 
(preferably  a  cooperative  survey  by  school  officials,  traffic 
engineers,  and  other  qualified  individuals)  should  be  made  to 
determine  the  additional  measures  to  be  provided  at  times  when 
children  are  going  to  and  from  school. 

9.    RELATION  TO  TRAFFIC  SIGNALS,  POLICE  OFFICERS,  AND  ADDLT 

CROSSING  GUARDS.  When  the  vehicular  traffic  is  such  that 
control  by  a  police  officer,  authorized  adult  crossing  guard, 
or  traffic  signal  is  required,  the  safety  patrol  member  should 
assist  by  directing  children  to  cross  in  conformance  with  the 
direction  given  by  the  police  officer  or  authorized  adult 
assigned  to  the  crossing,  or  in  conformance  with  the  time  cycle 
of  the  signal. 

10.  HOURS  ON  DUTY.   The  hours  that  patrol  members  are  on  duty 
should  be  determined  by  the  needs  of  the  school  area  from  an 
accident  prevention  standpoint  and  the  time  schedule  of  the 
school  being  served.   The  responsibility  of  the  community  to 
provide  the  child  with  safe  access  to  and  from  school  is 
expanded  by  the  growing  trends  toward  summer  school,  a  longer 
school  day,  and  an  extended  school  year.   Protection  should  be 
provided  any  time  school  is  open  for  pupil  attendance.  The 
schedule  of  each  patrol  member  should  be  so  planned  as  to  make 
it  unnecessary  for  him/her  to  miss  regular  school  work  for 
lengthy  periods.   Parents  should  be  informed  of  the  amount  of 
time  pupils  are  scheduled  to  serve  on  patrols. 

Patrols  should  be  on  duty  at  all  times  while  children  are 
crossing  streets  or  highways  going  to  and  from  school.  Members 
should  be  at  their  posts  at  least  10  to  15  minutes  before  the 
opening  of  classes  in  the  morning  and  in  the  afternoon.   At 
dismissal  times ,  arrangements  should  be  made  for  them  to  leave 
their  classes  two  or  three  minutes  before  the  dismissal  bell. 
They  should  remain  on  duty  until  all  pupils  who  are  not 
stragglers  have  passed  their  posts. 

11.  SCHOOL  BUS  PATROLS.  School  personnel  is  responsible  for 
helping  children  develop  desirable  attitudes  and  practices  to 
be  followed  as  bus  passengers.  However,  the  major 
responsibility  for  the  safe  transportation  of  children  to  and 
from  school  by  school  bus  rests  with  the  driver.   Patrol 
members  may  be  appointed  for  each  bus  to  assist  the  driver. 
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The  function  of  the  patrol  members  is  to  assist  the  driver  in 
seeing  that  safe  practices  are  followed.   One  or  two  patrol 
members  may  be  appointed  for  each  bus,  depending  on  the 
capacity  of  the  bus.  When  two  patrol  members  are  on  duty,  one 
should  be  inside  the  bus  in  the  rear  and  one  inside  the  bus  at 
the  front.   In  the  selection  and  appointment  of  bus  patrol 
members,  it  is  desirable  that  they  be  among  the  first  to  board 
the  bus  enroute  to  school  and  among  the  last  to  leave  the  bus 
on  the  way  home  from  school.   Procedures  recommended  for  bus 
patrol  members  are: 

a.  To  assist  the  bus  driver  in  seeing  that  all  pupils  board 
and  leave  the  bus  in  an  orderly  manner.   One  patrol  member 
should  stand  ready  to  give  assistance  if  necessary  to 
children  getting  on  and  off  the  bus. 

b.  To  assist  the  bus  driver  in  checking  attendance,  and  seeing 
that  all  passengers  remain  in  a  safe  riding  position  while 
on  the  bus . 

c.  To  assist  the  bus  driver  in  seeing  that  passengers  keep  all 
parts  of  their  bodies  within  the  bus,  and  that  items 
carried  by  the  passengers  are  correctly  stored. 

d.  To  assist  the  driver  in  safeguarding  pupils  required  to 
cross  streets  or  highways  after  alighting  from  or  boarding 
a  school  bus.  The  patrol  member  alights  in  advance  of 
passengers  about  to  cross  the  highway.  He/she  accompanies 
them  to  a  position  in  front  of  the  bus  which  will  enable 
him/her  to  see  clearly  the  driver's  signal  to  cross. 
He/she  reminds  them  to  remain  behind  his/her  outstretched 
arms  until  the  signal  to  cross  is  given  by  the  driver.  The 
driver,  because  of  his/her  relatively  far-seeing  vantage 
point  in  the  bus ,  should  be  especially  alert  to  all 
approaching  traffic  before  indicating  that  a  safe  crossing 
is  possible.   The  responsibility  of  the  driver  should  in  no 
way  be  lessened  because  of  the  presence  of  the  bus  patrol 
members . 

e.  To  assist  the  driver  in  the  event  of  an  emergency  and  in 
use  of  the  emergency  door  on  the  bus. 
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SAFETY  BEGINS  WITH  BICYCLE  CARE 


SAFETY  EDUCATION  DIVISION 
REGISTRY  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLES 


SADDLE:  Adjust  height  so 
leg  bends  only  slightly  with 
ball  of  foot  on  pedal  at  bot- 
tom of  stroke.  Tighten 
securely. 

SPOKES:  Replace  broken 
ones  promptly.  Keep  them 
tight. 

PEDALS:  Tighten  pedal 
spindles.  Replace  worn  out 
pedals. 

REFLECTOR:  Must  be 
stat»»  aooroved  for  night 
riding. 

COASTER  BRAKE,  HANI 
BRAKES:    Have  brakes  ad- 
justed by  a  reliable  service 
dealer. 


CHAIN:  Check  for  damaged 
links  and  a  snug  (but  not 
too  tight)  fit.  Clean  fre- 
quently and  lubricate  with 
light  oil. 


Tighten  wheel 


FENDERS:    Keep  fenders 
and  all  nuts  and  bolts  tight. 


BICYCLE 

SAFETY 


HANDLE  BARS:  Adjust  for 
your  comfort.  Keep  Stem 
well  down  in  fork.  Tighten 
securely. 

HANDLE  BAR  GRIPS:  Re- 
place worn  grips.  Make  sure 
they  fit  snugly. 

.IGHT:   Must  be  visible  for 
lor  nignt  noing. 

ELL  OR  HORN:  Be  sure  it 

works  properly. 

-TIRES:  Inflate  to  correct 
pressure.  Check  tires  fre- 
quently. Remove  imbedded 
glass,  cinders,  etc.  Don't 
ride  on  worn  out  tires..     ..—.. 

.TIRE  VALVE:  Inspect  for 
leaks  and  straightness. 


LEFT 


RIGHT 


SLOW  or  STOP 


BIKE  RIDER  TODAY,  AUTOMOBILE  DRIVER  TOMORROW 


E  lARev. 
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OPERATION  AND  EQUIPMENT  OF  BICYCLES 
CHAPTER  85  SECTION  XLB 

Every  person  operating  a  bicycle  upon  a  vay,  as  defined  in  section  one 
of  chapter  ninety,  shall  have  the  right  to  use  all  public  ways  in  the  commonwealth 
except  limited  access  or  express  state  highways  where  signs  specif icaHy  prohibiting 
bicycles  have  been  posted,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  traffic  laws  and  regulations 
of  tne  commonwealth  and  the  special  regulations  contained  in  this  section,  except 
that:  U;  the -bicycle  operator  may  keep  to  the  right  when  passing  a  motor  vehicle 
which  is  moving  in  the  travel  lane  of  the  way,  (2)  the  bicycle  operator  shall  signal 
by  either  hand  his  intention  to  stop  or  turn,  and  (3)  bicycles  may  be  ridden  on 
sidewalks  outside  business  districts  when  necessary  in  the  interest  of  safety,  unless 
otnerwise  directed  by  local  ordinance.  A  person  operating  a  bicycle  on  the  sidewalk  si 
yie^d  the  right  of  way  to  pedestrians  and  give  an  audible  signal  before  overtaking 
and  passing  any  pedestrian. 

Operators  of  bicycles  shall  be  subject  to  the  following  regulations: 

(1)  The  operator  shall  ride  single  file  on  any  way  except  when  passing. 

12;  The.  operator  shall  not  ride  other  than  upon  or  astride  a  permanent  and 
regular  seat  attached  to  the  bicycle.  The  operator  shall  not  carry  another  person 
on  said  bicycle,  except  on  a  baby  seat  attached  to  the  bicycle,  provided  that  such 
seat  is  equipped  with  a  harness  to  held  the  person  securely  in  the  seat  and  that 
protection  is  provided  against  the  feet  of  said  person  hitting  the  spokes  of  the 
wheel  of  the  bicycle. 

(3)  The  operator  shall  give  an  audible  warning  whenever  necessary  to  insure 
safe  operation  of  the  bicycle;  provided,  however,  the  use  of  a  siren  or  whistle 

is  prohibited. 

(4)  The  operator  shall  park  his  bicycle  upon  a  way  or  a  sidewalk  in  such  a 
manner  as  not  to  obstruct  vehicular  or  pedestrian  traffic. 

(5)  The  operator  shall  not  permit  the  bicycle  to  be  drawn  by  any  other  moving 
vehicle.  The  operator  shall  not  tow  any  other  vehicle  or  person,  except  that 
bicycle  trailers  properly  attached  to  the  bicycle  which  allow  for  firm  control  ' 

and  braking  may  be  used. 

(6)  The  operator  shall  not  carry  any  package,  bundle  or  article  except  in 
or  on  a  basket,  rack,  trailer  or  other  device  designed  for  such  purposes.  The 
operator  shall  keep  at  least  one  hand  upon  the  handlebars  at  all  times. 

(7)  Every  bicycle  operated  upon  a  way  shall  be  equipped  with  a  braking  system 
to  enable  the  operator  to  bring  the  bicycle  traveling  at  a  speed  of  fifteen  miles  per 
hour  to  a  smooth,  safe  stop  within  thirty  feet  on  a  dry,  clean,  hard,  level  surface. 

(8;  During  the  period  from  one  half  hour  after  sunset  and  one  half  hour  before 
sunrise  the  operator  shall  display  toward  the  front  a  white  light  which  shall  be 
visible  for  not  less  than  one  hundred  feet  in  the  direction  in  which  the  bicycle  is 
proceeding  or  facing  or  a  fronts-facing  colorless  reflector,  and  toward  the  rear  a  red 
light  or  red  reflex  reflector  visible  for  not  less  than  one  hundred  feet  to  the  rear 
when  in  the  lower  beams  of  the  headlamps  of  a  motor  vehicle. 

(9)  During  the  period  from  one  half  hour  after  sunset  and  one  b^lf  hour  before 
sunrise  the  operator  shall  display  a  reflex  reflector  or  reflective  material  on  the 
pedals  visible  from  the  front  and  rear  from  a  distance  of  two  hundred  feet  when  in  the 
lower  beams  of  the  headlamps  of  a  motor  vehicle  and  additional  reflective  material 
visible  from  each  side  of  the  bicycle,  either  on  said  bicycle  or  on  the  person  of  the 
operator,  for  a  distance  of  two  hundred  feeU 

(10)  No  bicycle  shall  be  operated  upon  a  way  with  handlebars  so  raised  that  the 
operator's  hands  are  above  his  shoulders  while  gripping  them.  Any  alteration  to  extend 
the  fork  of  a  bicycle  from  the  original  design  and  construction  of  the  bicycle 
manufacturer  is  prohibited. 

(11)^  The  operator  of  a  bicycle  shall  report  any  accident  involving  either 
personal  injury  or  property  damage  in  excess  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  both,  to 
the  police  department  in  the  city  or  town  in  which  the  accident  occurred. 
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RULES  OF  THE  ROAD 

The  top  cause  of  bike-car  accidents  is  bicyclists  riding  on  the  left  side  of  the  road  (against  traffic)  Most  bike-car 
accidents  (51%)  happen  at  intersections.  Another  big  cause  of  accidents  is  bicyclists  (and  motorists)  pulling  out  of 
driveways  into  traffic  without  stopping  to  look.  When  bicyclists  or  motorists  do  something  unexpected  or  unpre- 
dictable, they  are  risking  injury  to  themselves  or  others  Because  the  roads  have  to  be  shared  by  many  people  and 
vehicles,  common  rules  have  developed  so  that  road  users  will  generally  know  what  to  expect  from  others  sharing 
the  road  Massachusetts'  Bicycle  Safety  Law  treats  bicycles  as  vehicles  and  allows  bicyclists  to  use  all  streets  and 
roads  in  the  state,  except  heavily  travelled  highways  and  expressways  Under  the  law  bicyclists  have  the  responsi- 
bility to  follow  the  same  rules  of  the  road  as  motorists.  In  other  words,  bicyclists  are  expected  to  be  predictable  on 
the  road. 


Here  are  the  main  Rules  of  the  Road  you'll  need  to  ride  predictably: 

1.  Ride  on  the  right  with  the  flow  of  traffic 

2.  Ride  single  file. 

3.  Stop  at  stop  signs  and  traffic  lights.  Obey  all  other  traffic  signs  and  signals,  too. 

4.  Signal  by  hand  and  LOOK  before  turning.  Otherwise  keep  both  hands  on  the  handlebars. 

5.  Give  the  right  of  way  to  pedestrians. 

6.  Give  a  clear  warning  (bell,  horn  or  voice)  when  passing  pedestrians  or  other  cyclists  or  whenever 
needed  for  safety. 

7.  Never  carry  passengers. 

8.  deck  your  brakes  often. 

9.  Equip  your  bike  with  front  and  rear  reflectors,  pedal  reflectors,  and  reflective  material  on  both  sides. 

10.  Do  not  adjust  handlebars  above  your  shoulders  or  alter  the  front  fork  of  the  bike. 

1 1.  Never  ride  on  express  or  limited  access  highways. 

12.  You  may  ride  on  the  sidewalk  outside  business  districts  unless  your  dry  or  town  prohibits  it 

Under  Massachusetts  law  police  officers  may  give  a  warning  notice  or  a  ticket  to  bicyclists  who  fail  to  follow  the 
rules  of  the  road. 


•"2> 
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BICYCLE  LEARNER'S  QUIZ 

Your  bike  is  the  right  size  for  you  if 

a   your  ^oes  touch  the  pedals  when  you  are  sitting  on  the  seat 

b.  your  leg  is  slightly  bent  when  your  foot  is  on  the  pedal  in  tis  lowest  position 

c   you  can  hold  the  handlebars  with  both  hands 

Give  your  bike  a  safety  inspection 

a.  every  6  months 

b.  only  after  you  buy  it 
c  every  2  years 


«j9wr«. 
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To  check  your  brakes 

a.  turn  your  bike  over  and  put  on  the  brakes 

b.  see  if  you  can  stop  within  25  feet  after  putting  on  the  brakes 
c  raise  the  handlebars 


4.  The  safest  way  to  ride  on  a  one-way  street  is 

a.  on  the  left  side  of  the  street  against  traffic 

b.  on  the  right  side  of  the  street  with  traffic 

c.  down  the  center  of  the  street  with  traffic 

* 

5.  A  motorist  and  a  bicyclist  approaching  each  other  have  the  most  time  to  come  to  a  stop  when 

a.  they  are  travelling  in  opposite  directions 

b.  one  is  going  slower  than  the  other 

c  they  are  travelling  in  the  same  direction 

6.  Which  of  the  following  traffic  signals  can  the  bicyclist  ignore? 

a.  traffic  lights 

b.  stop  signs 

c  one  way  street  signs 

d.  none  of  the  above 

7.  If  a  bicyclist  passing  a  pedestrian  doesn't  have  a  bell,  the  best  thing  to  do  is 

a.  be  as  quiet  as  possible  so  as  not  to  scare  the  pedestrian 

b.  say:  "Passing  on  your  left" 
c  shout:  "Gangway!" 

8.  When  riding  after  dark,  which  is  the  best  color  to  wear? 

a.  red 

b.  black 
c  white 

9.  When  crossing  an  intersection  or  entering  the  street  a  bicyclist  should 

a.  signal 

b.  shout 

c  slow  down,  look  both  ways  and  move  ahead  carefully 

10.  If  a  solid  yellow  line  on  the  road  is  on  your  right  you  are  riding 

a.  the  right  way 

b.  where  bikes  are  prohibited 
c  the  wrong  way 

1 1.  This  sign  means 

a.  you  are  nearing  a  church 

b.  you  are  nearing  a  service  station 
c  you  are  nearing  an  intersection 
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12.  This  sign  means 

a.  stop 

b.  proceed  with  caution 
c   no  left  turn 


13.  Which  bike  maintenance  task  should  you  have  a  bike  mechanic  do? 

a.  check  the  tires 

b.  replace  bent  spokes 

c  dean  and  oil  the  chain 

14  To  be  safe,  make  sure  your  bike  is 

a.  big  enough  to  grow  into 

b.  borrowed  from  your  parents 

c.  the  right  size  for  you  now 

1 5.  Pay  attention  to  any  noises  your  bike  makes  while  riding;  they  may  mean 

a.  your  bike  is  too  small  for  you 

b.  your  bike  has  broken  or  worn  parts 

c.  the  road  needs  repair 

1 6.  Keep  all  moving  bicycle  parts  thoroughly  cleaned  and 

a.  labeled 

b.  waxed 
c  oiled 

17.  If  you  will  be  riding  after  dark,  be  sure  you  have 

a.  a  road  map  and  something  to  eat 

b.  a  front  facing  light  or  reflector,  rear  reflector,  and  pedal  and  side  reflectors 

c.  a  bike  basket 

18.  If  a  pedestrian  steps  off  the  curb  and  is  in  your  way 

a.  use  bell,  horn  or  voice  to  make  him  get  out  of  the  way 
,    b.  try  not  to  hit  him  too  hard 
c.  slow  down  and  let  him  go  ahead 

1 9.  Giving  a  friend  a  ride  on  your  bike  is 

a.  friendly 

b.  fun 

c  very  dangerous 

20.  Draw  a  person  giving  right,  left  and  stop  signals.  Label  them  clearly. 


1 

KEY 

BICYCLE  LEARNER'S 

1.  b. 

6.  d. 

11.  c 

16.  c 

2.  a. 

7.  b. 

12.  c 
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Right  Torn 


Left  Tarn  Stop 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education 


1385  Hancock  Street  Quincy.  Massachusetts  02169 

August  25,    1986 


Dr.  John  W.  Rogers 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Rockland  Public  Schools 
Rockland,  MA  02370 

Re:  Pupil  Transportation 
Dear  Superintendent  Rogers: 

Leo  Turo  has  asked  me  to  respond  to  your  August  12th  letter  to  him,  in 
which  you  asked  several  questions  about  Chapter  246  of  the  Acts  of  1986.  This 
statute,  a  copy  of  which  you  already  have,  amends  G.L.  c.90,  §7B  to  require  - 
that  "all  pupils  transported  in  a  school  bus  shall  receive  classroom 
instruction  in  safe  riding  practices  at  least  three  times"  during  specified 
periods  of  each  school  year.   It  also  requires  pupils  to  participate  at  least 
twice  in  on-bus  emergency  evacuation  drills  during  each  school  year. 

Your  first  question  is  whether  the  new  law  applies  only  to  students 
transported  to  and  from  school*,  as  opposed  to  students  who  use  the  school  bus 
solely  for  transportation  to  and  from  athletic  events  and  field  trips. 
Second,  you  asked  whether  it  applies  to  pupils  attending  parochial  schools  who 
are  transported  by  the  public  schools,  and  if  so,  who  is  responsible  to  see 
that  they  receive  appropriate  instruction. 

Chapter  2Hb   simply  amends  the  pre-existing  subsection  (15)  of  G.L.  c.90, 
§7B,  which  dates  back  to  1975.  The  only  significant  change  as  a  result  of  the 
amendment  is  that  the  previously  required  classroom  instruction  in  safe  riding 
practices  must  be  conducted  three  times  during  the  school  year.  The  basic 
requirement  of  classroom  instruction  and  evacuation  drills  is  not  new. 
Accordingly,  your  questions  could  pertain  equally  to  the  school  bus  safety 
instruction  requirement  in  effect  in  prior  school  years. 

My  answers  to  your  questions  are  based  on  G.L.  c.90,  §1,  which  provides 
the  following  definitions: 

'School  bus',  any  motor  vehicle  used  for  the 
transportation  of  school  pupils  and  school 
personnel  to  and  from  school  or  for  the  trans- 
portation of  children  enrolled  in  a  camp  or 
recreational  program,  while  so  used,  but  not 
including  any  such  motor  vehicle  used  for  not 
more  than  five  days  in  case  of  emergency  or  a 
motor  vehicle  while  also  used  for  the  common 
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Dr,  John  W.  Rogers 

Page  2 

August  25,  1986 


carriage  of  the  public  under  a  certificate  and 
permit  issued  under  sections  seven  and  eight 
of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  A,  or  a 
motor  vehicle  having  permanent  seating  accom- 
modations for  and  carrying  not  more  than  eight 
persons  in  addition  to  the  operator,  or  a 
motor  vehicle  used  to  transport  vocational 
students  participating  in  a  work  project  to 
and  from  a  work  site  and  having  permanent 
seating  accommodations  for  not  more  than 
fourteen  persons  in  addition  to  the  operator. 

'School  pupil*,  any  person  enrolled  in  any  school, 

kindergarten  through  grade  twelve,  or  enrolled 

in  any  program  for  day  care  services,  or  any 

program  for  children  with  special  needs  as 

defined  in  section  one  of  chapter  seventy-one 

B,  or  in  any  organized  day  or  summer  camp  program  or 

any  activity  supported  by  said  schools. 

Based  on  these  definitions,  I  would  answer  your  questions  as  follows: 

(1)  The  law  applies  to  all  pupils  transported  in  a  "school  bus",  which, 
with  the  exceptions  noted  in  the  definition,  is  a  vehicle  that  transports 
pupils  "to  and  from  school."  In  light  of  the  purpose  of  the  legislation  (to 
assure  the  safety  of  pupils  who  ride  school  buses)  it  would  be  prudent  to 
provide  safety  instruction  and  emergency  evacuation  drills  to  all  pupils  who 
ride  school  buses,  even  if  some  of  them  use  buses  only  to  ride  to  school- 
sponsored  athletic  events  or  field  trips. 

(2)  The  law  applies  to  pupils  in  any  school,  public,  private  or 
parochial,  as  long  as  they  fit  under  the  definition  of  "school  pupil."  The 
law  is  stated  in  the  passive  voice  ("each  pupil  .  .  .  shall  receive  classroom 
instruction  .  .  .  ")  rather  than  the  active  voice,  so  the  responsible  agency 
in  the  case  of  non-public  school  pupils  is  unclear.   However,  since  the 
instruction  is  supposed  to  be  "classroom  instruction,"  and  public  schools 
cannot  provide  classroom  instruction  on  private  or  parochial  school  premises, 
I  conclude  that  the  private  or  parochial  school  is  responsible  for  seeing  to 

it  that  pupils  within  its  Jurisdiction  receive- the  necessary  safety  instruction 

I  hope  this  information  is  helpful  to  you. 

Sincerely, 


Rhoda  E.  Schneider 
General  Counsel 


RES/kal 
cc:  Leo  Turo 
Curt  Hall 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education 

1385  Hancock  Street.  Quincy.  Massachusetts  02169 


MEMORANDUM 


TO:       School  Administrators 

FROM:      Dr.  Leo  P.  Turo,  Director 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Education 
Bureau  of  School  Management  Services 

SUBJECT:   Massachusetts  School  Bus 
Safety  Film  Library 


The  following  is  an  Inventory  of  School  Bus  Safety  Films: 

INVENTORY 
MASSACHUSETTS  SCHOOL  BUS  SAFETY  FILM  LIBRARY 

NEW  DRIVER  ORIENTATION: 

(1)  Most  Valuable  Cargo 

(2)  Training  The  School  Bus  Driver 

PRE-TRIP  BUS  INSPECTION: 


(3)  School  Bus 

(4)  Fatal  Stop 


Pre-Trip  Inspection 


DRIVING  FUNDAMENTALS: 

(5)  Buses  Are  Different 

(6)  School  Bus  Driving  Tactics 

(7)  School  Bus  Driving:   Part  I 

(8)  School  Bus  Driving:   Part  II 

(9)  Smith  System  of  Space  Cushioning 

PASSENGER  CONTROL/BEHAVIOR: 

(10)  Discipline  And  The  School  Bus  Passenger 

(11)  Pupils  Are  Different 

(12)  Bus  Tripping:   Elementary  School  Passengers 

(13)  Bus  Tripping:  Secondary  School  Passengers 

(14)  School  Bus  Loading  and  Unloading 

(15)  Big  Yellow  Fellow:   Bus  Behavior  For  Young  Pupils 

(16)  Primary  School  Bus  Safety  (1-6) 

(17)  Ride  By  The  Rules  (K-6) 
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SCHOOL  BUS  EMERGENCIES  AND  EVACUATION  PROCEDURES: 

(18)  Just  In  Case 

(19)  Are  You  Ready? 

(20)  And  Then  It  Happened 

(21)  Death  Zones 

(22)  .School  Bus  Emergencies  And  Evacuations 

(23)  School  Bus  Evacuation  For  Students  (Grades  4-6) 

(24)  School  Bus  Safety  And  Courtesy 

FIRST  AID: 

Driver 


(25) 

First  / 

Ud  And 

The  School  Bus 

FIELD 
(26) 
(27) 

TRIPS: 
On  The 
On  The 

Road: 
Road: 

• 

In 
In 

The  Country 
The  City 

SPECIAL  NEEDS 

TRANSPORTATION: 

(28)  Lifeline  To  Learning 

(29)  Problems  In  Transporting  The  Handicapped 

(30)  Transporting  The  Exceptional  Child 

DRIVER  IMPROVEMENT: 

(3D  Who  Am  I  -  Behind  The  Wheel 

(32)  I'M  OK   -  Behind  The  Wheel 

(33)  The  Case  Of  The  Weaver 

(3*0  The  Case  Of  The  Driver  Who  Wouldn't  Compromise 

(35)  I  Can  Be  A  Winner  Behind  The  Wheel 

(36)  Case  Of  The  Incomplete  Pass 

(37)  Emergencies  For  Adults  Only 

(38)  From  Adult  To  Child  In  (?)  Easy  Drinks 

SAFETY  TO  AND  FROM  THE  BUS  STOP: 

(39)  Safety  On  Streets  And  Sidewalks 


To  order  the  Film(s)  you  desire,  contact 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Massachusetts  Criminal  Justice 
Training  Council 
1  Ashburton  Place,  Room  1310 
Boston,  MA  02108 

Telephone  (617)  727-7827 


/If 
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SAFETY  MATERIALS 


FOR 


REPRODUCTION f  DISTRIBUTION 


AND 


USE  IN  CLASSROOM  INSTRUCTION 
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SCHOOL  BUS 
RIDER'S  GUIDE 


Time  for  School 

Don't  miss  the  bus.  Give  yourself  plenty  of  time  to  reach  the 
bus  stop.  Leave  your  home  about  five  minutes  early.  Walk, 
don't  run. 

Walk  Safely.  Stay  on  the  sidewalks  or,  If  there  are  none, 
walk  on  the  left  side  of  the  road  facing  oncoming  traffic. 
Cross  streets  only  at  intersections  or  crosswalks 


Waiting 

No  horseplay.  Running  around  and  playing  is  okay  for  the 
playground,  but  not  the  bus  stop.  Stay  out  of  the  street 
while  you  wait  for  the  bus.  Traffic  often  is  heavy  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  you  could  be  hit  by  a  car  or  cause  an  accident  if  a 
car  is  forced  to  stop  quickly  for  you. 

Respect  property.  Don't  run  across  people's  yards,  climb 
their  trees,  or  go  into  their  garages.  Stay  at  the  bus  stop. 

Sshh!  People  In  the  neighborhood  may  still  be  sleeping 
when  you  leave  for  school,  so  try  to  keep  down  the  noise. 
(You  don't  like  to  be  disturbed  when  you  are  tired,  so  be  con 
siderate.  Let  others  sleep) 


The  Ride 


Be  quiet.  The  driver  needs  your  help  and  he  may  have  trouble 
concentrating  if  there  is  too  much  commotion  in  the  bus. 
Stay  in  your  seat 

Keep  the  aisles  clear.  Nothing . . .  books,  bags,  legs,  arms  or 
bodies . . .  should  block  the  aisle  Do  not  stand  in  the  aisle 
If  the  driver  is  forced  to  make  a  quick  stop,  you  could  be 
thrown  around  and  hurt  yourself  and  others. 

Everything  Inside.  If  the  driver  lets  you  open  the  windows, 
keep  your  hands,  arms  and  head  inside.  Don't  throw  things 
out  of  the  windows. 


No  pets  allowed.  Animals,  including  pets  on  leashes, 
boxes  or  in  cages  are  not  allowed  on  the  bus 


in 


Share  your  seat.  Don't  save  a  spot  for  a  friend,  but  keep  the 
seat  open  for  anyone  who  wants  to  sit  down.  (You'll  have 
plenty  of  time  to  talk  to  your  friends  once  you  get  to  school.) 


Getting  Off 


Be  organized.  Be  ready  to  leave  when  you  reach  your  stop. 
Don't  keep  the  driver  and  the  other  bus  riders  waiting  while 
you  gather  up  your  books  and  other  belongings. 

Stay  put.  Wait  until  the  bus  has  stopped  completely  before 
you  get  up  from  your  seat.  And  always  lei  the  people  in  the 
front  of  the  bus  pet  off  first. 

Don't  push.  You'll  get  out  faster  if  no  one  shoves  or  pushes. 
Also,  chances  are  better  no  one  will  trip  and  fall,  caus- 
ing delays. 

Leave  Immediately.  After  you  get  off  the  bus,  leave  the  area 
quickly  so  that  you  are  out  ot  the  way  of  other  buses  bring- 
ing more  children  to  school. 

Stay  clear.  Keep  away  from  the  side  of  the  bus.  If  you  must 
cross  the  street,  cross  in  front  of  the  bus.  But,  wait  for  an 
"all  clear"  signal  from  the  driver  before  you  leave  the  curb. 
Look  both  ways  before  crossing. 


It's  Up  To  You 

If  an  emergency  situation  arises,  you  can  help  by  staying 
calm.  Listen  to  the  driver  and  follow  instructions.  Help  the 
driver  by  getting  the  smaller  children  off  safely. 


Minnesota  Department  of  Public  Safety 


MtTiOM«i  <r.Hnni  bus  REPORT        SepiemDer  1985 
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WHEN  $j6$88*  YOUR  BUS: 

Hereto  How  to  Cross  the  Road 

SAFELY 

FOLLOW  THE  10  FOOT  RULE: 

STAY— on  your  side  of  the  road— far  away  from 

thetraffic 

WAfT—  for  the  bus  to  stop  and  for  your  driver's 
signal  to  cross 

CHECK— traffic  both  ways— then  check  again 

CROSS— walk  directty  across  checking  traffic 
both  ways 

WALK— approximately  10  feet  ahead  of  the  bumper 
and  board  bus  quickly 


Stay  on  your  sfcto  of  tho 

to 


10 


REMEMBER 


Drivers  SHOULD  stop.. .But 
THEY  MAST  NOT! 


Massachusetts  Department  of  Education 
Division  of  School  Facilities  and  Related  Services 
Bureau  of  School  Management  Services 
Dt.  Leo  Turo,  Director 


♦ 
♦ 
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WHEN  4|flvygg  YOUR  BUS: 

Here's  How  toCross  the  Road 

SAFELY 

WALK— along  the  side  of  the  road  until 
you  can  see  your  driver 

STOP— wait  for  the  signal  to  cross 

WALK  &  LOOK-for  traffic  both  ways 

— if  you  see  a  vehicle  that  has  not 
stopped,  go  back  to  the  bus  immediately 

— if  all  vehicles  have  stopped,  cross 
the  road  quickly 


Crossing  the  Highway  is  DANGEROUS 

(•WALK 

REMEMBER  |:SX.i«* 

Drivers  SHOULD  stop. ..But 
THEY  MAT  NOT! 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Education 
Drmion  of  School  Facilities  and  Related  Services 
Bureau  of  School  Management  Services 
Dr.  Leo  Turo,  Director 


♦ 

+ 
+ 
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School  Bus  Danger  Zones 


-7 — rrr — : — rr^ — 
DANGER ZONE 


SCHOOL  BUS 


^/DANGER  ZONE^/^ 


i  »Chj«»0*»tON  »C»  *»»"<  i*M*>    f " 


10  FT.3  L 


Disarar: 
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HOI  K 
THROUGH 
J5TREE1 


PLAYGROUND 


SCHOOL 
XING 


SCHOOL 
XING 


SCHOOL  1) 


'SCHOOL* 

BUS  STOP 

.AHEAD. 


830  A M 
TO  530  PM 


WHEN 

CHILDREN 

ARE  PRESENT 


c 


WHEN 
FLASHING 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education 


'3::  H5tc:c»  S--PE1    2.  •:".•.    Massachusetts  C21 69 


MEMORANDUM 


FROM : 
SUBJECT: 

DATE: 


Leo 


Safety  Programs  for  Different  Languages 


Janyary  27,  1986 


Spanish 

Portugese 

Chinese 

Khmer 

Vietnamese 

Laot  ian 

Cape  Verdean 

French 

Greek 

Italian 


/If 
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